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"ODDS  and  ENDS"  from  RARCOA 


DEPRESSION  SCRIP 

Fostoria,  Ohio.  "One  Dollar  In  Cash",  af¬ 
fixed  with  three  One  Cent  F.I.C.  stickers, 
"Void  If  not  presented  to  the  Treasurer  or 
his  assistant  prior  to  January  I,  1936".  V/2' 
X  7".  Almost  Uncirculated,  Scarce! 

Only,  $2.50 
DEPRESSION  SCRIP 

Springfield,  Illinois  Credit  Clearing  Com¬ 
mittee,  dated  March  6,  1933 — ONE  DOLLAR 
note.  Issued  by  G.  E.  Day  Sons  Co.,  Inc., 
Account  No  18.  UNLISTED  in  Kappen- 
Mltchell.  See  Nos.  54-72.  This  VERY  SCARCE, 
UNLISTED  Note,  in  Ex.  Fine  condition! 

ONLY,  $2.95 

1929  $5.00,  FEDERAL  RESERVE  BANK 
NOTE 

A  Beautiful,  Crisp,  Uncirculated  Note! 
Donlon  No.  405-G.  On  the  CHICAGO  Bank, 
Catalogues,  $32.50! 

ONLY,  $19.50 

1923  $1.00,  SILVER  CERTIFICATE 

The  LAST  Type  of  LARGE  One  Dollar  Note! 
We  offer  Beautiful,  Strictly  Crisp,  Uncircu¬ 
lated  Specimens — Currently  selling  for  $15.00! 

ONLY,  $1  1.95 

1929  $10.00,  FEDERAL  RESERVE  BANK 
NOTE 

Also,  a  Beautiful,  Crisp,  Uncirculated  Note! 
Donlon  No.  4I0G.  On  the  CHICAGO  Bank — 
Catalogues  $37.50! 

ONLY,  $24.50 
EARLY  $2.50,  GOLD 

Type  with  Liberty  Cap  Removed — No  Motto 


1834  Very  Fine  . 65.00 

1836  Uncirculated  .  .165.00 

Very  Fine,  plus  .  70.00 

1837  Very  Fine,  plus  . 80.00 

Fine  . 57.50 

1838  Extremely  Fine  .  90.00 

Very  Fine,  plus  . 80.00 

Fine  .  57.50 

1839  About  uncirculated  . 95.00 

Extremely  Fine  .  .  ...  85.00 

Very  Fine  .  75.00 

1839-C  Uncirculated,  SCARCE!  . 350.00 


Extremely  Fine,  with  a  die  break.... 150.00 

1920  WILSON  DOLLAR— IN  SILVER! 


Commemorating  the  opening  of  the 
Manila  Mint.  Brilliant  Uncirculated  and  Un¬ 
circulated  and  Currently  selling  for  $245.00! 

ONLY,  $219.50 

1929  $100.00,  FEDERAL  RESERVE 
BANK  NOTE 

Issued  by  the  KANSAS  CITY  Bank!,  CRISP, 
UNCIRCULATED!  Donlon  No.  400-J.  Cata¬ 
logues  $250.00! 

ONLY,  $1  19.50 


SCARCE  TYPE  II— GOLD  DOLLARS 


1854  Extremely  Fine,  Clashed  die  ..  $165.00 

1854  Almost  Uncirculated,  Beauty!  .  225.00 

1855  Fine  (Catalogues  $100.00)  .  80.00 

1855  Extremely  Fine.  A  Beauty!  .  ..  165.00 

EARLY  $5.00,  GOLD 

Type  with  Liberty  Cap  Removed— No  Motto 

1834  Plain  4,  about  Uncirculated  . 110.00 

Fine  .  45.00 

1835  Fine  . . . . .  .....  45.00 

1836  Very  Fine  .  45.00 

Very  Good  .  30.00 

1838  About  Uncirculated  .  140.00 

Extremely  Fine  . .110.00 

Very  Fine  .  60.00 

1838-C  Very  Fine,  plus  (Cat.  $450.00  in  VF) 

ONLY,  295.00 

Fine  . 195.00 


1964  CANADIAN  DOLLARS 

The  Beautiful,  Charlottetown,  Quebec  Com¬ 
memorative  Silver  Dollar!  CHOICE — PROOF¬ 
LIKE  Specimens!  Inasmuch  as  the  SILVER 
Canadian  Dollar  will  no  longer  be  issued, 
this  most  certainly  will  prove  to  be  a  good 
Investment! 

25  Beautiful,  Proof-Like  Coins — 

ONLY,  $47.50 

1899  $20.00,  GOLD— BRILLIANT 
PROOF! 

A  Beautiful,  CHOICE  PROOF — suitable  for 
the  most  discriminating  Type  or  Date  Col¬ 
lector!  ONLY  84  Pieces  were  ORIGINALLY 
Coined: 

ONLY,  $2600.00 

1862  $50.00,  LEGAL  TENDER  NOTE 

The  FIRST  TYPE  of  a  U.S.  Fifty_  Dollar 
Note!  Friedberg,  No.  148 — 1st  Obligation. 
Extremely  Fine,  with  several  repairs,  but  a 
most  Beautiful  appearing  note!  Catalogues 
$750.00  in  just  Very  Fine! 

ONLY,  $375.00 
RHODE  ISLAND  NOTES 

A  Beautiful  Set  of  5  Different,  CRISP,  Un¬ 
circulated  Bank  Notes,  Circa  1857.  $1.00, 
$2.00,  $3.00,  $5.00  and  $10.00  Denominations. 
Printed  by  the  New  England  Bank  Note  Co., 
of  Boston.  Issued  by  the  New  York  England 
Commercial  Bank  of  Newport.  Attractively 
Printed  in  Black  and  Green! 

Set  of  5,  ONLY,  $1  1.95 

1922  $20.00,  "YELLOW  BACK",  GOLD 
CERTIFICATE 

We  offer  a  few  presentable  specimens  In 
Good  to  Very  Good  condition,  for  only — 

$33.50 
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a  tutlunui  tit  lean  on 

With  the  time  for  the  Olympic  Games  drawing 
nearer,  we  thought  it  would  be  particularly 
appropriate  to  call  this  coming  event  to  your 
attention  with  this  month's  cover  coin,  the  1964 
Austrian  Winter  Games  piece.  As  our  area  is 
still  in  the  throes  of  the  coldest  part  of  the 
year,  it  is  pleasant  to  think  ahead  to  summer 
and  Mexico  City  where  the  1968  Games  are 
scheduled.  Sunshine,  games,  senoritas . . . etc . . . 

JOURNAL  HIGHLIGHTS. . .As  promised  a  few 
months  ago,  we  are  pleased  to  present  for  your 
numismatic  reading  pleasure  KEN  GRAEBER's 
absorbing  account  of  the  emergency  Spanish  Civil 
War  paper  money — a  subject  barely  known  and 
practically  never  seen  in  print.  Mr.  Graeber, 
a  New  Yorker,  has  pursued  this  field  vigorously, 
and  we  believe  his  article  is  truly  an  important 
contribution.  WALTER  BREEN' s  in-depth  cover¬ 
age  of  U.S.  Coin  Type  Names  goes  beautifully 
on  from  last  month,  and  Journal  Editor  K.  E. 
BRESSETT  comes  up  with  a  dandy  for  February 
which  he  aptly  titled  A  Patriotic  Valentine — 
and  his  treatment  of  the  quite  unusual  subject 
should  tickle  your  fancy.  And  as  a  further 
reminder  of  winter,  we  have  RAY  YOUNG'S  account 
of  an  issue  from  a  Danish  possession  which 
should  better  have  been  called  Whiteland... 

JUNIOR  NUMISMATICS. . .this  is  a  subject  of 
the  utmost  importance,  and  one  that  is  often 
overlooked.  The  well-known  firm  of  Jolie  Coins 
published  a  very  useful  little  booklet  a  few 
years  ago  which  is  described  in  our  book 
reviews,  and  Dr.  LEE  FIRESTER  has  written  an 
accompanying  article  on  the  use  of  numismatic 
items  as  Visual  Aids  for  budding  young  numis¬ 
matists.  Actually,  his  ideas  could  help  any 
beginning  collector  but  the  slant  is  towards 
the  young.  A  generous  offer  is  also  found 
in  the  article . . . 
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REGULAR  FEATURES. . .Silver  is  R.  S.  YEOMAN'S 
subject  this  time  in  his  Guide  Line,  a  particu¬ 
larly  timely  piece  of  writing.  K.  E.  BRESSETT's 
Sterling  Commentary  also  deals  with  a  subject 
much  in  the  news,  the  changes  coming  in  English 
coinage.  And  the  Roman  Chronicle  of  KLAWANS 
rounds  out  the  reading. . . 

WORD  TO  THE  WISE. .. better  rush  in  those 
last-minute  orders  for  Journal  volumes  before 
the  prices  go  up... 
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ADVERTISING  RATES 


1  TIME 

6  TIMES 

12  TIMES 

Full  Page  . 

. $75.00 . 

. $71.25 . 

. $67.50 

Covers — Front  and  Back  (Inside).... 

.  86.25 . 

.  81.84 . 

.  77.63 

Half  Page  . 

.  38.00 . 

.  36.10 . 

.  34.20 

Quarter  Page  . 

....  20.00 . 

.  19.00 . 

.  18.00 

MECHANICAL  REQUIREMENTS 

SIZE  WIDTH  DEPTH 


Full  Page  . 4" 

Half  Page  . 4" 

Quarter  Page  . 2"  3%" 

references  are  required  of  all  new 
advertisers  not  known  to  the  publishers. 

CLOSING  DATE  is  the  10th  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  month  prior  to  publication. 

position  is  not  guaranteed.  The  pub¬ 
lishers  reserve  the  right  to  place  all 
advertising  as  they  deem  necessary. 

COPY  should  be  typewritten.  The  pub¬ 
lishers  are  not  liable  for  handwritten 
copy. 

CONTRACT  ADVERTISERS  must  fur¬ 
nish  new  copy  by  closing  date  ;  otherwise 
previous  copy  will  be  re-run.  All  contract 
ads  must  run  in  consecutive  issues.  Con¬ 
tract  rates  will  hold  to  Jan.  1,  1969. 
ADVERTISING  from  minors  will  not  be 
accepted. 


CUTS:  120  line  screen,  to  be  furnished 
and  paid  for  by  the  advertiser.  Glossy 
photos  or  drawings  may  be  submitted  to 
have  cuts  made  at  cost. 

CASH  WITH  ORDER:  Above  rates  are 
cash  in  advance.  Credit  will  be  extended 
to  approved  accounts. 

ODD  SIZE  ads  not  accepted.  Only  those 
fractional  parts  of  a  page  listed  above 
will  be  accepted. 

PUBLISHERS  reserve  the  right  to  edit  or 
reject  advertising  copy.  The  publishers 
will  not  be  responsible  for  any  product 
offered  or  representation  made  by  any 
advertiser. 

PUBLISHERS’  liability  for  an  error  in 
an  advertisement  shall  not  exceed  such 
portion  of  the  entire  cost  of  the  insertion 
as  the  space  occupied  by  the  advertise¬ 
ment. 

SPECIAL  printing  arrangements  such  as 
color  advertising,  tip-ins,  gate  folds,  re¬ 
ply  cards,  etc.  may  be  arranged.  Write 
giving  full  details. 
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Byzantine  Coin  Values,  by  Paul  F.  Rynearson,  Pegasus  Publishing  Co., 
3051  Briaiul  Avenue,  San  Diego,  (California  92122,  1967.  Soft  cover, 
104  pages,  illustrated,  $3.00. 

The  author  states  clearly  at  the  beginning  of  the  book  that  this  is 
not  a  replacement  for  a  good  library,  but  just  an  introduction  to  the 
series.  To  compensate  for  this,  a  bibliography  is  included  listing  all 
of  the  most  popular  and  useful  books  on  the  subject  of  Byzantine 
numismatics  and  history.  The  information  offered  in  this  latest  pub¬ 
lication,  despite  its  many  inaccuracies,  is  certainly  worthwhile  and 
marks  another  step  forward  toward  popularization  of  this  greatly 
neglected  series  of  coins. 

Mr.  Rynearson’s  main  attempt  in  this  book  is  to  establish  an 
orderly  progression  of  coins,  breaking  the  series  into  three  parts 
covering  bronze,  gold,  and  silver.  Coins  in  each  section  are  listed 
chronologically  by  emperor,  with  each  division  illustrated  with  a  line 
drawing  of  a  typical  coin  of  that  series.  This  is  not  a  catalog  with 
which  one  could  classify  a  large  number  of  Byzantine  coins.  Any 
person  familiar  with  the  series  and  having  other  reference  books  to 
use  as  a  guide  can  find  listed  here  any  typical  coin  of  a  given  emperor, 
denomination,  and  mint,  and  learn  the  relative  rarity  of  that  piece. 
Rarity  ratings  are  given  for  each  of  the  522  coins  listed.  Each  is  rated 
on  a  scale  from  R-1  to  R-10,  and  a  table  is  given  to  indicate  the 
approximate  current  value  of  coins  according  to  their  rarity  rating. 
Different  values  are  assigned  to  these  rarity  ratings  for  gold,  silver, 
or  bronze,  and  the  formula  seems  to  be  surprisingly  accurate. 

Only  the  briefest  historical  data  is  included  in  this  book.  A  good 
deal  of  numismatic  information  is  offered,  but  commentary  about 
the  various  emperors  is  noticeably  lacking. 

This  book  would  be  rather  weak  if  considered  alone  as  a  catalog 
of  Byzantine  coins.  It  is  a  handy  companion  and  useful  volume  when 
used  together  with  the  standard  books  on  the  subject.  Its  covei-age 
fills  a  noticeable  gap  in  literature  concerning  the  rarity  and  value  of 
coins  in  this  series.  As  such  it  will  be  welcomed  by  collectors  and 
dealers.  K.E.B. 


/y«  Moneda  Cspanola  Contem poranea,  by  Kaiiioii  de  Foiiloclia,  privately 
printed,  Madrid,  1967.  Hard  cover,  165  i)ages,  fully  illustrated,  $7.00. 


Dnros  Espaiioles,  by  Haiiioii  de  Fouteeba,  privately  priiitetl, 
1967.  .Soft  cover,  14  pages,  fully  il!ustrate<l. 


Madrid, 


The  fii'st  of  Si\  h'ontecha’s  new  catalogs  is  a  revision  and  expansion 
of  his  1965  book  (reviewed  WN.T  July  1967).  Although  there  is  a 
significant  number  of  new  listings,  most  of  the  pieces  ai-e  ])atterns, 
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trials,  and  counterfeits.  Additions  to  the  regular  issues  are  confined 
almost  entirely  to  date  errors — incorrect  numerals  in  the  true  dates 
which  appear  incuse  in  the  6-pointed  stars  of  the  Madrid  mint. 

Values  of  many  common  pieces  have  not  changed,  but  most  crowns 
and  a  large  part  of  the  gold  have  advanced  noticeably.  Only  the 
scarcer  minor  coins  have  risen  in  price,  reflecting  their  general  lack 
of  appeal  until  very  recently. 

Carlist  pieces  of  1874-85  have  been  rearranged,  and  the  author 
now  classifies  the  silver  pieces  (Y-A67,  B67  and  68)  as  being  struck 
for  collectors  only.  Also  in  this  category  is  the  Cantonal  2  Pesetas 
of  1873  (Y-62). 

Over  fifty  pages  of  new  material  have  been  added  to  cover  the 
national  and  local  issues  of  the  Spanish  Civil  War  from  1936  through 
1939  and  modern  national  coinage  from  1938  to  date.  With  very  few 
exceptions  no  premium  values  are  listed  for  modern  pieces. 

Fontecha’s  second  book  is  actually  an  extraction  of  crown  listings 
from  the  main  catalog.  The  text  has  been  shortened  and  values 
eliminated,  with  the  apparent  aim  of  producing  an  inexpensive  check 
list  for  crown  collectors.  It  will  serve  this  purpose  well,  but  in  no 
other  way  can  it  be  considered  a  substitute  for  the  larger  volume. 

Both  catalogs  are  available  from  Numismatica  Internacional,  Los 
Sotanos,  Av.  Jose  Antonio  55,  Madrid  13,  Spain.  The  printing  was 
limited  to  1,500  copies  of  the  first  and  500  of  the  second.  H.W. 


Foreifiii  Coins  For  People,  by  Dr.  Lee  Firester.  Publishetl  in  1960 

by  Jolie  Coins,  Hoslyn  Heights,  N.Y.  11577.  Soft  cover,  .33  pp.,  illns., 
7.5^*  retail,  25<  to  teaebers  ami  students. 

Far  too  little  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  encouraging  youngsters 
to  tackle  the  coin  collecting  hobby.  Of  the  many  books  written  for 
beginning  collectors,  none  comes  to  mind  offhand  which  is  directed 
towards  the  young.  Though  this  little  volume  was  published  eight 
years  ago,  it  is  important  enough  in  its  aims  and  goals  to  be  worth 
much  more  publicity  than  it  has  ever  received  until  now. 

In  this  book  the  author  follows  the  very  patterns  of  thinking 
a  child  of  about  8  or  10  years  of  age  might  go  through  as  he  ])onders 
the  subject  matter.  Set  out  as  a  series  of  questions  and  answers,  the 
book  offers  information  on  beginning  a  collection,  who  can  help  with 
this  project,  detailed  instructions  on  how  to  wi'ite  letters  ordering 
coins,  building  a  collection,  and  a  great  deal  of  other  useful  and 
necessary  information.  The  many  illustrations  seiwe  to  demonstrate 
clearly  some  of  the  subject  matter  of  the  book.  Various  listings  of 
abbi'eviations,  famous  coins,  numerals,  denominations  and  definitions 
are  also  included. 

All  advanced  collectoi's  are  encouraged  to  send  for  the  book  and 
get  it  in  the  hands  of  an  interested  young  ])erson.  A  wider  distribution 
of  this  publication  should  ceidainly  help  children  understand  the 
beginnings  of  the  hobby  better,  and  with  a  handful  of  foreign  coins 
it  just  canT  miss!  N.S. 
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Coins  and  Currency,  by  Colin  Narbeth,  publisbcrl  by  Frederick  Muller, 
Lid.,  lx»ndon,  1966.  Hard  cover,  128  pages,  illus.,  $1.75. 


A  welcome  new  book  has  joined  the  ranks  of  publications  designed 
to  stimulate  interest  among  new  collectors.  Written  by  a  professional 
journalist  with  a  wide  knowledge  of  many  areas  of  numismatics,  the 
book  presents  the  panorama  of  the  hobby  in  an  easy-to-read  and  ab¬ 
sorbing  fashion.  After  an  introduction  which  touches  on  various 
numismatic  occurrences  which  serve  to  awaken  interest  in  further 
reading,  the  author  starts  with  ancient  Greek  and  Roman  coins,  early 
and  more  modern  English  issues,  how  coins  are  made,  and  then  to  a 
history  of  paper  money. 

It  is  this  last  that  is  perhaps  the  most  significant  aspect  of  the 
book.  The  author,  a  well-known  collector  in  paper  money  circles, 
obviously  appreciates  the  growing  stature  of  this  phase  of  numis¬ 
matics,  for  this  chapter  is  timely  and  well  detailed — as  are  others  in 
the  book,  to  be  sure — but  so  often  other  writers  have  either  glossed 
hurriedly  over  the  subject  or  have  simply  ignored  it.  Not  so  here — 
this  part  of  the  book  is  almost  the  longest  single  chapter  included. 

The  last  sections  deal  with  medals,  forming  a  collection,  a  worth¬ 
while  discussion  on  the  coming  of  English  decimal  coinage,  and  an 
Appendix  entitled,  “A  Fortune  in  Your  Pocket?’’.  Illustrations  are 
generous  and  are  of  high  quality  throughout.  Certainly  recommended 
reading.  N.S. 


Aaron  R.  Feldman 

Superbly  Reprin+ed  . . 
"THE  PROVINCIAL  TOKEN- 
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Rare  numismatic  books 
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$35.00 

(Dealer  discounts  available) 
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LOOK  FOR  THE  SILVER  LINING 


The  circulation  of  coins  on  a  comfortable  supply-demand  basis 
seemed  to  be  the  only  uncertainty  during  the  recent  Christmas  buy¬ 
ing  season.  T^he  build-up  of  clad  dimes  and  quarters  was  expected  to 
total  more  than  the  anticipated  need  during  the  year-end  business 
surge.  If  there  was  no  unusual  demand  for  silver  dimes  and  quarters, 
the  hoard  now  slowly  accumulating  in  Treasury  and  Federal  Reserve 
vaults  could  then  be  melted  down  for  its  valuable  metal  content.  By 
the  time  this  column  gets  into  print,  the  Treasury  authorities  ought 
to  know  that  their  inventory  of  coins  had  in  fact  been  sufficient,  and 
the  melting  pot  should  be  running  fast  and  hot. 

Cents  and  nickels  are  no  longer  a  problem,  as  these  coins  have 
been  poui’ing  out  in  surplus  for  the  past  year  or  so.  Half  dollais 
are  lost  to  normal  avenues  of  trade  and,  somehow,  are  not  missed 
by  the  citizens  at  large.  Only  when  one  turns  up  in  change  does  this 
phantom  coin  generate  conversation. 

Side  effects  of  the  silver  shortage  and  new  laws  governing  the 
traffic  in  silver  and  silver  coins  are  now  pretty  much  a  way  of  life 
for  some  coin  dealers.  For  a  limited  time  some  of  our  professional 
brethren  will  serve  as  convenient  channels  for  the  redemption  of  silver 
certificates.  Assuming  that  our  Treasury  Department  seriously  wishes 
to  redeem  every  available  silver  note  before  next  June  24,  these 
numismatic  men  of  commerce  serve  as  important  links  in  a  chain 
between  the  small  holder  of  these  certificates  and  the  inconveniently 
located  (for  most  of  us)  assay  offices  where  pay-offs  are  made  in 
commercial  silver  bars.  The  local  dealers  have  handled  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  these  notes  during  the  past  few  months  and  have  profited 
handsomely  thereby.  The  brokers  in  turn  have  achieved  a  good  volume 
of  turnover  which  they  could  not  otherwise  have  managed.  The  rela¬ 
tively  sm’all  individual  coin  dealer  has  proved  significant  when  joined 
with  hundreds  of  others  across  the  land.  He  has  earned  his  exchange 
fee  for  the  effort. 

We  learn  that  the  souices  are  drying  up  for  these  silver  certificates 
but  that  bank  tellers  are  watching  U.S.  paper  money  turned  in  by 
new  arrivals  fi-om  foi-eign  lands,  ships’  crews,  etc.,  paiticularly  at 
coastal  and  boi-der  locations.  Safety  deposit  boxes  containing  paper 
cui  iency  will  have  to  be  o])ened  and  checked  soon  if  their  owners  ho])e 
to  benefit.  The  average  citizen  is  woefully  inattentive  to  news  about 
silver  certificates  and  many  will  miss  the  boat  for  this  bananza.  One 
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wonders  how  many  will  continue  to  sleep  and  dream  on  lumpy 
mattresses  unaware  that  said  lumps  are  slightly  silverlined  dreams 
that  could  have  come  true.  By  next  summer,  the  estimates  of  lost  or 
forgotten  silver  certificates  (added  to  those  in  collections)  will  prove 
correct  or  incorrect.  Our  guess  is  that  the  hoard  of  90%  silver  coins 
being  melted  will  be  a  mighty  comforting  supplement  to  the  old, 
nearly-vanished  inventory. 

Another  activity  is  the  speculation  in  bulk  silver  coins.  Here  and 
there,  coin  dealers  (and  others)  are  quietly  offering  a  modest  premium 
for  bags  of  silver  coins  in  any  condition.  The  premise  seems  to  be 
that  the  current  ban  on  private  melting  and/or  exportation  of  silver 
pieces  will  be  lifted  sooner  or  later.  Silver  users  could  thus  legally 
process  this  bulk  coinage  or  have  it  done  by  refiners.  One  could  suspect 
some  hanky-panky  conversion  of  this  material  even  today,  which 
would  be  a  normal  human  reaction  to  any  form  of  prohibition.  In  any 
event,  there  is  a  developing  race  between  official  and  private  agencies 
to  glean  and  withhold  the  shrinking  remaining  supply  of  90%  silver 
coins  in  circulation. 

At  this  point  the  numismatic  implications  of  this  scattered  mothball 
supply  deserve  some  attention.  The  government  and  industry  have 
their  special  headaches;  we  have  some  peculiar  aches  and  pains  of 
our  own  to  look  forward  to. 

Whatever  the  final  disposition  of  most  of  the  hoarded  silver  coins 
in  private  hands  may  be,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  many  millions  will 
remain  in  hiding  and  be  forgotten.  Most  of  them  will  have  been  stored 
away  by  non-collectors.  If  the  history  of  two-cent  pieces,  three-cent 
pieces,  twenty-cent  pieces,  and  Columbian  half-dollars  has  any  lesson, 
we  can  foresee  second  and  third  generations  of  descendents  of  present- 
day  hoarders  making  life  miserable  for  future  coin  dealers.  From  an¬ 
other  point  of  view,  that  of  the  average  collector,  there  will  be  a 
sizable  reservoir  of  nicely  preserved  Roosevelt  dimes,  Washington 
quarters  and  Franklin  halves.  We  can  skip  any  comments  about  our 
controversial  Kennedy  halves.  Unless  the  ranks  of  collectors  triple 
the  1964  peak  in  numbers,  the  catalog  values  of  1950-64  coins  of  90% 
silver  will  increase  only  at  a  snaiPs  pace.  The  premium,  as  always, 
will  go  mainly  to  nice  uncirculated  specimens. 

We  observed  an  increase  of  demand  for  silver  dollars  at  year-end. 
The  CC  mint  dollars  are  strongest,  in  spite  of  the  Treasury  hoard  of 
some  really  scarce  dates.  Opinion  is  prevalent  among  traders  in  this 
category  that  the  A.N.A.  proposal  for  wide  dispersal  of  the  Treasury 
stock  could  have  little  effect  on  the  market.  One  or  two  coins  would 
be  the  limit  per  order  under  the  plan.  The  only  other  alternative 
believed  probable  is  to  melt  the  whole  lot.  Either  way  the  effect  would 
be  relatively  harmless  to  values.  So  we  see  a  stable,  improving  trend 
in  all  silver  dollars.  Basically,  the  silver  dollar  market  is  determinetl 
by  the  ability  of  a  dealer  to  delivei-  at  the  price  advertised  and 
properly  gi'aded.  Scratches  and  their  relation  to  advertised  state  of 
preservation  are  to  be  the  bone  of  contention  on  these  coins  from 
here  to  eternity. 

The  silver  market  is  having  some  effect  on  gold  coins  by  association. 
No  one  can  state  flatly  why  this  is  so.  Nevertheless,  we  hear  cautious 
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remarks  that  gold  pieces  are  in  better  demand.  The  only  connection 
with  silver  is  based  on  the  belief  that  gold  backing  for  our  paper 
currency  will  be  removed  before  long.  Like  silver,  gold  may  be  freed 
to  seek  a  true  level  of  value  as  a  commodity  on  the  world  market. 

Pressures,  such  as  England’s  devaluation  of  the  pound,  and  in¬ 
creasing  world  demands  on  our  dwindling  gold  stocks  may  hasten  this 
change  of  policy.  A  common  double  eagle  then  could  well  be  worth 
$70,  say  the  experts.  But  that’s  another  story. 

There  is  a  danger  to  our  hobby  and  profession  in  placing  too  much 
importance  on  the  bullion  value  of  either  silver  or  gold  in  our  numis¬ 
matic  specimens.  To  some  degree  we  have  allowed  this  new  base  of 
woi’th  to  creep  into  our  coin  pricing.  Whether  coin  collecting  as  we 
have  practiced  and  built  it  in  the  past  can  grow  and  serve  its  purpose 
on  such  a  foundation  is  uncertain.  It  seems  to  us  that  sound  collecting 
is  more  closely  allied  to  completing  a  set  or  series  of  dates,  types 
or  varieties  than  the  intrinsic  worth  of  any  part  of  the  collection. 
The  historic,  record  of  coin  values  is  largely  based  on  the  relative 
scarcity  of  a  certain  piece  after  the  die  has  done  its  work  on  the 
planchet.  Any  other  measure,  such  as  that  related  to  the  physical 
makeup,  would  render  devices,  dates,  legends,  etc.,  less  important 
than  the  market  price  of  silver,  gold,  or  even  nickel.  While  we  can¬ 
not  ignore  the  impact  of  these  commodity  market  influences  on  our 
common  coin  issues,  let’s  use  common  sense  in  our  overall  sense  of 
true  numisinatic  values. 


SILVER  DOLLARS. 
SPECIALLY  Nice  Unc. 

1878-79-80-81-82  S  mint  1883-84-85 
1898-99-1900-01-02-04  O  mint  $3.50 
ea.  The  lot  $40.00. 

1885  CC  Dollar.  Beautiful  proof-like 
surface.  $75.00  each. 

Last  of  my  Japanese  Invasion  notes, 
(Claimed  to  have  been  issued  for  in¬ 
vasion  of  America)  as  they  say  will 
Pay  the  bearer  $1,000.00  on  demand 
as  our  notes  do.  Set  Nine  Unc.  to 
$1,000  $3.00. 

Illustrated  Price  List  ^33.  50<. 

NORMAN  SHULTZ, 

Box  746  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
84110 


Keeping  Up 
With  Experts 


Trends  and  values  change 
rapidly  in  our  hobby.  That^s 
why  experts  read  Numis¬ 
matic  News,  the  tabloid  pio¬ 
neer  in  this  field.  Keep  Up! 
Send  10^  today  for  COPY 
OF  LATEST  ISSUE,  regularly 
25yf. 

NUMISMATIC  NEWS 


lola,  Wisconsin  54945 
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Colonial  Americana 

I  would  like  to  purchase  a  few  Colonial  collec¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  choice  and  rare  individual 
items.  If  you  have  any  of  this  material  avail¬ 
able,  it  will  be  worth  your  while  to  contact  me. 

Excellent  offerings  of  early 
U.S.  coins,  colonials  and 
paper  money  for  type  collec¬ 
tors  and  die  variety  special¬ 
ists.  Available  in  almost  all 
grades,  average  to  top  condi¬ 
tion. 

WANT  LISTS  INVITED  —  PROMPT  RESPONSE 

We  specialize  in  servicing  critical  collectors  and  invite 

careful  inspection  of  our  approval 
selections.  We  assemble  sets  of  colo¬ 
nial  coins  and  paper  money  to  spe¬ 
cial  order  for  the  individual  collector. 
May  we  have  references,  please? 

Let  me  make  offers  for  your  nice 
early  U.S.  and  colonial  coins.  You 
will  be  pleasantly  surprised. 


1965  Reprint,  Crosby's  Early  Coins  of  America,  postpaid  $12.50 
Early  Paper  Money  of  America,  by  Eric  P.  Newman,  postpaid  $15.00 


RICHARD  PICKER 

Specializing  in  early  United  States  and  Colonials 

A.N.A.  —  A.N.S. 

Telephone  516  MAyfair  1-0763 
P.O.  Box  123 
Albertson,  N.Y.  11507 

You  buy  with  authority  when  you  buy  from  a  specialist 
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in  ancestor  wo 
'Or  sometliing 

by  U  alter  Ureea 
(Continued  from  January) 


Half  d  imes  were  originally  of¬ 
ficially  half  dismes,  this  spelling 
appealing  in  mint  documents  as 
late  as  the  1830’s,  though  the  ver¬ 
sion  half  dime  without  the  s  was 
also  found  and  became  official  in 
1837.  The  origin  of  the  term  disme 
will  be  found  below  under  dimes. 
There  were  three  common  nick¬ 
names  for  the  half  dime — half  bit, 
fip  and  picayune.  Half  bit  is  al¬ 
most  self-explanatory  though  not 
quite.  When  the  Liberty  seated 
coins  began  to  be  coined  in  New 
Orleans  in  1838  the  half  dimes 


])romptly  began  to  pass  at  par 
with  the  Spanish  medios,  half  bits, 
01-  half  ]-eal  pieces,  i.e.  at 
1‘ather  than  b<‘: — accounting  for 
the  very  worn  condition  in  which 
the  majority  of  surviving  New 
Orleans  half  dimes  come,  ca.  1838- 
1848.  This  is  possibly  from  the 


size,  but  more  likely  from  wide¬ 
spread  illiteracy;  people  who 
could  read  a  numeral  5  might  not 
be  able  to  read  HALF  DIME  on 
a  coin  and  understand  that  it 
meant  the  same  thing. 

The  term  fip  is  short  for  fi’pen- 
ny  or  five  pence,  and  in  the  mid- 
Atlantic  states  prior  to  the  Civil 
War  this  was  one  of  several 
common  designations  for  the 
Spanish  or  Mexican  medios.  Offi¬ 
cially  these  were  current  at 
but  in  pi-actice  little  difference 
seems  to  have  been  made  between 
worn  medios  and  half  dimes,  the 
nickname  for  the  former  being 
applied  to  the  latter. 

Many  aidicles  have  been  pub¬ 
lished  about  the  word  picayune 
involving  many  speculations  about 
the  coin  and  the  origin  of  the 
word.  The  best  available  infoi'ma- 
tion  seems  to  be  that  this  too  was 
a  name  for  the  Spanish  medio, 
which  was  applied  to  the  half 
dime  and  about  the  same  time  to 
a  New  Orleans  newsi)apei‘  selling 
foi-  that  piice.  Picayune  seems  to 
be  a  Louisiana  dialect  or  worn 
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down  foi'in  of  Creole  picaillon, 
which  in  turn  comes  from  Spanish 
pequeno,  “little”  or  “small”  or  (as 
a  noun)  “bit.” 

The  wonder  about  the  dime  is 
that  it  has  not  had  more  nick¬ 
names.  In  Califoi’nia  during  the 
1860’s  and  70’s  dimes  were  some¬ 
times  called  short  bits,  being  2^2^ 
short  of  the  former  official  valua¬ 
tion  of  the  bit  or  Spanish  real. 
Everyone  has  heard  the  story 
about  how  the  lack  of  nickels  and 
cents  in  the  West  contributed  to 
decades  of  petty  overcharging, 
whereby  someone  giving  a  quarter 
for  something  priced  at  one  bit 
would  receive  a  dime  or  short  bit 
in  change,  and  how  this  resulted  in 
Senator  Jones’s  stupid  bill  to 
authorize  the  20^  piece. 

Far  more  interesting  to  my 
mind  is  the  story  behind  the  offi¬ 
cial  name  of  dime.  We  go  back 
to  1586  when  Stevin  de  Bruges, 
called  Simon  Stevinus,  Dutch 
mathematician  and  physicist,  pub¬ 
lished  a  7-page  pamphlet,  known 
in  its  French  translation  as  La 
DISME  enseignant  facUement  ex- 
pedier  par  N ombres  Entiers  san 
ronipuz  tons  Comptes  se  rencon- 
trants  aux  Affaires  des  Homines, 
i.e.  ‘The  Decimal  System:  show¬ 
ing  how  to  simplify  by  integers 
all  computations  found  in  human 
affairs.”  This  pamphlet,  for  all 
practical  purposes,  brought  the 
decimal  system  into  daily  life,  cor- 
I'ectly  predicting  not  only  decimal 
weights  and  measures  but  jHie 
adoption  of  decimal  coinage. 
Disme  was  a  deliberate  coinage 
of  Stevinus,  so  far  as  I  know,  but 
it  was  in  any  event  a  worn-down 
form  of  dixieme,  meaning  “a 
tithe”  or  “tenth  part.”  The  Ency¬ 
clopedists  took  up  the  decimal 
system  idea  and  finally  got  it 
adopted  in  the  1791  meeting  of  the 


Paris  Academy  of  Sciences;  but  it 
was  left  to  their  stateside  follow¬ 
ers  Thomas  Jefferson  and  the 
Morrises  to  apply  it  fii'st  to  a  coin¬ 
age  system.  And  the  single  neces- 
saiy  step  was  the  authorization 
of  a  coin  of  1/10  the  value  of  the 
monetary  (silver)  unit,  i.e.  a  coin 
which  could  logically  be  called  a 


disme  or  dime.  Jefferson’s  plan  in¬ 
volved  a  dollar  or  crown  of  arbi¬ 
trary  weight,  and  a  disme  called 
“tenth”  or  “bit”  and  frankly 
equated  to  the  Spanish  half  pista- 
reen  or  one-real  piece.  (“Notes  on 
Coinage,”  March-May  1784,  in 
The  Papers  of  Thomas  Jefferson, 
VII,  printed  in  Paris,  1785,  as  an 
appendix  to  his  “Notes  on  the 
State  of  Virginia.”)  Morris’  plan 
called  the  1000-unit  piece  a 
“Mark,”  the  100-unit  piece  or 
dime  a  “Cent”  (because  it  con¬ 
tained  one  hundred  units,  of 
coui’se — it  did  not  correspond  to 
any  copper  cent  in  value).  Con¬ 
gress’  resolution  of  July  6,  1785 
specified  a  completely  decimalized 
monetary  system  based  on  the 
Spanish  dollar;  so  did  the  1786 
plan  approved  by  Congress;  so 
did  Hamilton’s  revision  of  1790, 
though  Alexander  Hamilton  dis¬ 
liked  the  foreign-sounding  word 
disme  (pronounced,  contrary  to 
common  belief,  to  rhyme  with 
steam!)  and  called  the  coin  the 
tenth,  but  the  term  disme  reap¬ 
peared  in  the  Mint  Act  of  1792, 
under  whose  authoi’ity  dimes  were 
coined  from  1796  on. 

I  have  been  unable  to  learn 
when  the  pronunciation  changed 
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to  rhyme  disiiie  with  time,  but  it 
was  evidently  before  1837,  as  no¬ 
body  made  any  fuss  then  about 
dropping  the  s.  The  ])7-onunciation 
“dizzmee”  common  among  coin 
collectors  is  completely  wrong  and 
was  unknown  while  that  spelling 
was  found  in  official  documents. 

In  the  New  Orleans  area,  ca, 
1838-48,  dimes  minted  thei-e 
])assed  at  par  with  Spanish  reales 
or  bits  and  wei’e  doubtless  called 
bits,  comparably  with  their  half¬ 
size  countei’parts.  The  term  bit 
was  common  from  the  sixteenth  to 
the  mid-nineteenth  century,  ge- 
nerically  as  the  smallest  silver 
monetai-y  unit;  only  from  the 
eighteenth  century  on  was  it  ap- 
])lied  primarily  to  the  Spanish 
and  Mexican  one-real  pieces. 

As  the  bit  oi-  real  was  called  a 
levy  in  the  1830’s  in  the  mid- 
Atlantic  states  (say  from  New 
Jei'sey  and  Pennsylvania  to  south- 
er-n  Maryland),  it  is  tempting  to 
suppose  that  the  dimes  of  1837-40, 
passing  roughly  for  the  same 
amount,  also  boi’e  that  nickname, 
but  there  is,  alas,  no  evidence. 
Levy  meant  “eleven  pence,”  of 
course. 


The  quarter  dollar  has  been 
two  bits  and  almost  nothing  else 


since  the  beginning,  when  it  and 
the  Spanish  two  real  pieces  passed 
at  an  equal  valuation. 

Similarly,  the  half  dollar  has 
been  four  bits  for  equally  long. 
The  term  plunk  appears  to  have 


been  in  use  ai'ound  the  turn  of  the 
century,  but  it  was  probably  rare 
then  and  is  now  foi’gotten.  My 
wife  found  it  in  Myrtle  Reed’s 
At  the  Sign  of  the  Jack  o'Lan- 
te.n,  copyi'ight  about  1902,  in  the 
context  of  a  two-dollar  bill  being 
several  times  referred  to  as  four 
plunks  or  a  four-plunk  note.  But 
it  seems  likely  that  plunk  might 
at  other  times  have  I’eferred  also 
to  silver  dollais  or  to  any  fairly 
large  silver  coin.  About  fifty  years 
before  that  it  was  a  Briticism  for 
any  large  amount  of  metallic  cur¬ 
rency,  probably  from  its  jingling 
01-  ringing  sound. 

We  now  come  to  the  silver  dol¬ 
lar,  a  denomination  with  moi’e 
legend  and  moi-e  superstition 
about  it  than  any  other,  yet  a 
denomination  which  was  never 
])opular  enough  to  I'emain  in  cir¬ 
culation  save  at  certain  Nevada 
gaming  houses;  a  denomination 
which,  despite  unpopularity,  nev¬ 
ertheless  had  moi'e  nicknames 
than  all  the  rest  put  together. 

Daddy  dollar  or  Dollar  of  our 
Daddies  sounds  like  newspa])er- 
man’s  coinage  rather  than  like  the 
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brief  and  handy  nicknames  actu¬ 
ally  in  use;  it  is  early  twentieth 
century  in  origin  and  not  localized. 

Cartwheel  used  to  be  very  com¬ 
mon  both  in  the  west  and  the  east. 
This  name  appeal's  to  have  come 


over  from  England,  where  it  had 
been  in  use  long  before  to  mean 
a  crown  or  5-shilling  piece,  of 
roughly  dollar  size;  but  before 
that  it  referred  to  the  Boulton  & 
Watt  twopenny  pieces  of  1797, 
obviously  because  of  the  size. 

Iron  man  was  a  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury  term,  apparently  deriving 
from  the  use  of  the  epithet  “hard 
money”  for  metallic  currency  in 
contrast  to  paper  currency.  Re¬ 
ferring  to  silver  dollars  as  so 
many  iron  men  sounds  jocose  and 
possibly  a  little  derisive,  yet  it 
was  often  done. 

Simoleons  is  also  of  nineteenth 
century  origin  and  has  all  the 
earmarks  of  a  coinage  by  someone 
in  the  tradition  of  Petroleum  V. 
Nasby  or  one  of  the  other  more  or 
less  politically  oriented  humorists 
delighting  in  strange  words. 

Clams  (nineteenth  century  to 
date)  probably  comes  from  clam, 
short  for  clamor  and  referring  to 
the  loud  clear  ring  yielded  by  gen¬ 
uine  silvei’  coins  when  they  were 
flung  onto  a  tabletop  or  barrel¬ 
head.  Smackers  or  smackerooiis 
ditto;  onomatopoeic  slang  was 


very  common  then,  though  the 
-eroons  ending  is  an  affectionate 
diminutive,  possibly  of  Irish 
origin,  and  suggests  tosheroons, 
which  was  British  slang  for 
smaller  silver  such  as  florins. 

Shekels  as  applied  specifically 
to  silvei-  dollai's  is  eai'ly  twentieth 
centin-y  theatrical  slang  and  was 
pi-obably  bi'ought  into  that  con¬ 
text  by  impecunious  performers. 
As  early  as  1883  F.  Marion  Craw¬ 
ford,  a  long-forgotten  hack,  used 
the  term  in  one  of  his  novels  to 
mean  hard  money  in  general. 

Bone  or  bones,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  not  at  all  connected  with 
the  theatre,  though  one  might 
have  conjectured  a  derivation 
from  the  sound  made  by  the  min¬ 
strel  end-man  Mr.  Bones’s  instru¬ 
ments  (the  castanets),  like  clams 
and  smackers  above.  It  appears, 
rather,  to  be  a  mid  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury  term  deriving  either  from 


French  abonnement  “subscription 
money”  or  by  back-formation 
from  bone  “to  i“ob,”  from  the 
kind  of  bone  which  is  even  today 
a  dog's  prize,  or  moie  likely  via 
bonanza  “prosperity”  (Spanish) 
fi’om  bonus,  ultimately  from 
bonum  “a  good  thing”  (Latin). 
It  looks  like  convergence  here  of 
several  lines  of  deiivation;  the 
teim  bonanza  in  the  sense  of  a 
I'ich  vein  of  ore  dates  back  to  the 
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very  first  discoveiies  of  gold  in 
California,  not  impossibly  to 
eai-lier  discoveries  of  silver  in 
Mexico.  Why  the  word  dropped 
out  of  sight  less  than  50  years  ago 
cannot  even  be  conjectured. 

Big  boy  is  eai'ly  twentieth  cen¬ 
tury  in  origin,  pre  World  War  I, 
but  its  locale  is  not  known.  Some 
other  terms  like  bucks  cannot 
even  be  conjectured.  1  would  have 
placed  spondulix  into  that  class, 
though  my  wife  suggests  a 
derivation  from  spondyl — the  root 
meaning  “clams”  or  “clamshells,” 
hence  jocosely  the  same  as  clams. 
It  sounds  like  another  Petroleum 
V.  Nasby  coin'age,  though  Pm  not 
masochistic  enough  to  read  his 
brand  of  humor  long  enough  to 
find  out. 

Most  of  the  other  names  said  to 
apply  to  dollars  appear  primarily 
to  be  part  of  the  very  large  group 
of  slang  terms  for  money  in  gen- 
ei’al;  these  will  be  dealt  with  else¬ 
where. 

Trade  dollars  never  acquired  a 
nickname  so  fai‘  as  I  know,  nor 
did  the  smallei’  gold  coins.  The 


official  name  for  the  $2.50  gold 
j)iece  is  quarter  eagle;  the  $20, 
and  less  often  the  $10  and  $5, 
weie  sometimes  called  yellow 
boys,  obviously  fi’om  the  color, 
this  name  having  crossed  the 


ocean.  (It  had  been  earlier  Biit- 
ish  slang  for  a  sovei’eign  or  guinea 
ever  since  the  Restoration.) 

Fifty  -  dollar  pieces  of  the 
United  States  Assay  Office  of 
Gold,  San  Francisco,  wei'e  offi¬ 
cially  styled  ingots  (as  were  the 
$10  and  $20  issues  of  the  same 
establishment)  pi-ecisely  in  oi’der 
to  avoid  calling  them  coins  of  any 
kind.  They  w^ere  more  than  semi¬ 
official  issues  of  the  United  States 
government,  bearing  the  inscrip¬ 
tion  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  and  coined  under  gov- 
ei'iiment  contract,  but  they  could 
not  be  officially  called  coins  as 
they  would  then  have  had  to  con¬ 
form  to  United  States  standards 
for  proportions  of  alloy  (900 
parts  gold  per  thousand,  not  moi  e 
than  50  silver,  and  the  rest  cop¬ 
per),  whei’eas  to  bring  them  to 
that  fineness  would  have  meant 
removing  some  silver  from  native 
gold  deposits  and  replacing  it  with 
copper.  To  do  the  latter  meant 
finding  a  soui'ce  of  plentiful  cop¬ 
per  in  California  (then  impos¬ 
sible)  and  finding  a  source  of  con¬ 
centrated  nitric  and  concentrated 
sulfuric  acids — still  more  difficult 
locally  and  just  about  impossible 
to  obtain  overland  from  the  East 
or  via  Cape  Horn.  For  brevity 
they  w^ere  called  slugs,  as  one 
might  have  predicted. 

(To  be  am  tinned ) 


SUBSCRIPTION  NOTICE 

Subscription  orders  must  reach 
this  office  before  the  10th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  in  order  to  have  the  sub¬ 
scription  begin  with  the  March 
issue  of  the  Journal.  Subscrip¬ 
tions  received  after  the  10th  of 
February  will  begin  with  the 
April  issue.  Back  issues  of 
the  Journal  are  available  only  in 
sets.  Subscriptions  will  not  begin 
with  the  previous  month’s  issue. 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  FEBRUARY.  1968 


PAGE  75 


Ht&HLI&HTS  FROM... 

PUBLIC  AUCTION  SALE 

March  6-7,  1968 

HALF  CENTS-(1 793-1 857).  Finest  known  1793  G-4a  (Judd); 
1794  G-1  unc.  (Judd);  recently  discovered  unc.  1794  G-8; 
mint  state  1804  G-6;  unc.  1804  G-7;  unc.  1805  G-1;  finest 
known  1806  small  6  stems  (Brobston),  finest  known  gem 
1808  G-2;  magnificent  1809  G-4;  gem  unc.  1810;  1831 
original;  1834,  1835,  1836  and  other  proofs  to  1856. 

LARGE  CENTS— 1793  wreath  ef  plus;  1794  S-42  unc.;  rare  1830 
proof  and  other  equally  important  top  grade  cents. 

HALF  DOLLARS— (1 794-1 947).  Almost  complete  collection  in¬ 
cluding  1794  vf  plus;  unc.  1855S  (2  chopmarks);  1872cc, 
1873cc,  1874cc;  unc.  1878S,  etc. 

SILVER  DOLLARS— 1794  vf  plus;  1795  both  types  unc.;  1800 
B-20;  1836  Gobrecht;  gem  unc.  1866  with  motto— 

PROOF  SETS  —in  original  wrappers  as  purchased  directly  from 
the  mint,  1877  through  1916. 

COLONIALS— Rhode  Island  in  pewter  (type  of  Betts  562);  Fugios 
N  1-B  and  N  6-W;  1791  large  and  small  eagle  cents  unc.; 
1792  prooflike  Roman  Head  Cent  plus  a  collection  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  paper  money. 

also 

1805  ¥2  dime— 1 8565  unc.  dime— 1818  unc.  quarter 
B6— 1854  proof  three  dollars— patterns— fractional, 
small  and  large  size  currency— 

Catalog  and  prices  realized  $1.00. 

LESTER  MERKIN 

65  East  56th  Street  New  York,  N.Y.  10022 

212  PL  3-1130 
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CURRENT  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD 

by  R.  S.  Yeoman 

New  Issues — World  Coins 

The  coordinator  for  new  world  coin  issues  and  information  is  Ernst 
Kraus,  393  Seventh  Avenue,  Room  939,  New  York,  N.Y.  10001.  Speci¬ 
mens  sent  to  him  will  be  returned  promptly  after  they  are  photo¬ 
graphed.  All  contributors  will  receive  a  credit  notice  as  recognition  of 
their  cooperation. 


HUNGARY 


Tentative  Tentative 

Catalog  No.  Value  (Unc.) 

Copper-N  ickel-Zinc 

98  5  Forint  1967  .  $  _ _ 


Design  similar  to  Catalog  Nos.  65  and  66,  but  smaller  planchet 
(27.5mm.)  and  different  metal.  Retail  value  has  not  yet  been 
established. 

Zoltan  Kodaly  85th  Birthday 


Silver 

99  25  Forint  1967  .  2.75 

Obverse:  Bust  of  Kodaly  three  quarters  facing,  legend  KODALY 
ZOLTAN,  dates  below  1882-1967.  Reverse:  Legend  MAGYAR 
NEPKOZTARSASAG,  peacock  above  value,  date  and  mint  mark 
BP  for  Budapest  below.  32mm.,  12gr.,  .750  fine.  Edge? 


100  50  Forint  1967  .  3.75 

Design  identical  to  above.  36mm.,  20gr. 

101  100  Forint  1967  .  5.75 


As  above  two  coins.  40mm.,  28gr. 

Cold 

102  500  Forint  1967  .  — 

40mm.,  42.052  Grams. 

103  1000  Forint  1967  .  — 

50mm.,  84.104  Grams. 

Information  and  photograph  courtesy  Mr.  Balazs  Meekesh;  also  Dr. 
Michael  Kupa  of  Budapest. 
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IS  IT  TIME  TO  SELL? 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  COIN  AUCTION  SALES 

WANTED— Consignments  of  Ancients,  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Collections  or 
attractive  individual  specimens. 


REASONABLE  FEES-COMPETENT  CATALOGUING-ACCURATE  GRADING 
Your  coins  may  form  an  integral  part  of  a  definitive  specialty  catalog. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  ALL  SALES  CATALOGS  AND  PRICES,  S5.00 


HENRY  CHRISTENSEN 

Hudson  County  National  Bank  Bldg., 
95  River  St.,  Hoboken,  New  Jersey 

Tele:-201. 656-2266 


«Nomew  X^flffSSlOmA 

tfflMNUMISMflTISls) 


Journal  Back  Issues 

Packed  in  Library  Case 

Vol.  I,  1964  —  Sold  Out 
Vol.  II,  1965  — $5.00 
Vol.  Ill,  1966  — $4.50 
Vol.  IV,  1967  — $4.00 

Overseas  buyers  please  add  50^  extra  for  postage. 


- mail  remiffance  fo - 

Whitman  Numismatic  Journal 

1220  Mound  Avenue  Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 
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ISRAEL 


As  a  matter  of  interest,  it  should  be  noted  the  “Roli”  designation 
for  the  designer  of  various  recent  issues  actually  represents  two 
individuals,  G.  Rothschild  and  Z.  Lippman  in  Tel  Aviv.  These  two 
gentlemen  have  combined  to  produce  some  of  Israel’s  most  artistic 
coin  designs. 


1968  Specimen  Sel^>i 

The  oflficial  specimen  set  of  the  Government  of  Israel’s  1968  coins, 
scheduled  to  be  issued  approximately  March  1,  1968,  will  feature  the 
20th  Anniversary  of  the  State  and  the  Holy  City  of  Jerusalem. 

As  in  past  years  the  set  will  contain  six  coins.  Included  will  be  the 


newly  designed  1  pound  coin  (the  1  Lira),  the  Vz  Lira,  25  Agorot, 
10  Agorot,  5  Agorot  and  1  Agoi'a.  Each  coin  bears  the  date  5728  in 
Hebrew  and  each  portrays  ancient  Hebrew  designs  interpreted  with 
model’ll  Israeli  artistry. 

The  coins  are  being  minted  from  highly  polished  dies  to  ensure 
attractive,  clearly  defined  re])roduction  and  each  set  is  encased  in  a 
s})ecial  20th  Anniversary  commemorative  folder. 

Josejih  Milo,  Assistant  Trade  Commissioner,  Government  of  Israel, 
announced  that  advance  mail  orders  for  specimen  sets  will  be  handled 
by  the  Israel  Discount  Bank  Limited  and  the  Bank  Leumi  le-Israel, 
both  in  New  York  City.  The  official  Israel  s])ecimen  coins  will  sell 
through  banks  for  $3.50  per  set,  which  includes  50r^  per  set  f  r 
handling. 
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COINS  OF 
THE  WORLD! 

Our  monthly  list  on  minor  coins  and 
crowns  of  the  world  from  1750- 
1900's  available  FREE  OF  CHARGE, 
to  seriously  interested  numismatists. 

Jusf  Wrife! 

PAUL  H.  DAVIS 


R.C.D.A. 


8  Overlook  Road 
Dobbs  Ferry.  N.Y.  10522 


PORTUGAL  COMMEMORATIVES 


1898  200  Reis,  Y-25,  Unc . $  4.00 

1898  500  Reis,  Y-26.  Unc .  6.50 

1893  1000  Reis,  Y-27.  Unc .  .  20.00 

1910  5C0  Reis,  Y-32,  EF  .  7.00 

1910  1  000  Reis,  Y-33,  EF  .  20.00 

1910  500  Reis,  Y-34,  VF  .  8.50 

1910  Escudo,  Y-47,  AU  . .  6.00 

1928  10  Escudos,  Y-56,  Unc  .  5.50 

1953  20  Escudos.  Y-62,  Unc.' .  3.50 

1966  20  Escudos,  Bridge  .  2.00 


We  believe  you  will  find  this  listing  bet¬ 
ter  reflects  relative  scarcity  In  this  over¬ 
looked  series  than  any  catalog.  Many  of 
these  are  scarce,  especially  in  the  con¬ 
ditions  listed.  We  can  offer  quantities 
of  Y-47  and  Y-62  at  favorable  prices. 
Write.  A  complete  set  as  above  $75.00 

Sample  copy  of  our  current  list 
on  request. 

Year's  airmail  subscription  $1. 

DAVE  &  SUE  PERRY 

Box  63 1 

Bergen,  Norway 


CROWNS  &  MINOR 


Afghanistan  Y52  Unc  . . 50 

Y55-57  B  U  .  1.50 

Czechoslovakia  Y42  B  U  .  6.00 

Y62-68  B  U  1.65  Y72  B  U  . 75 

Egypt  Y42  very  fine  .  9.00 

Y55  very  fine  . 14.00 

Fiii  Y6  B  U  .  . .  2.75 

France  Y52  VF  .  .  . .  3.50 

Y63  VF  .50  Y64  VF  .  ..  I  00 

French  Indo  China  Y4  Unc . 30 

YI3  VF  4.50  Y22  VF  . 14.00 

French  Polynesia  Y5-8  B  U  . 95 

German  East  Africa  Yl  VF-XF  .  1.50 

Y6  VG  .80  Y7  VG  . . 60 

Germany  Yl  13  XF  .  8.00 

Yl  13  B  U  5.00  Yl  14  B  U  . 1 1 .00 

YII5  B  U  10.00  YII6  XF  . .  .  6.00 

YII6  A  U  7.00  YII6  B  U  .  9.00 

1966  Llebnitz  B  U  .  3.75 

Baden  YSI8  VG-F  .  6.00 

Hesse-Darmstadt  YS6  VG-F  .  6.00 

Wurttemberg  YSI3  VG-F  .  6.00 

YSI4  F  .  6.75 

Ghana  YI-6  B  U  .  2.25 

1967  set  6  values  B  U  .  1.95 

Great  Britain  1927  3d  Proof  . 80.00 

1927  Proof  6d  . 65.00 

1927  Proof  Florin  . 47.50 

1927  Proof  Half-Crown  . 60.00 

1807  Bank  Dollar  XF  . 50.00 

1927  Proof  Crown  . 95.00 

1951  YAII4  Boxed  Proof  . 11.00 

I960  N  Y  British  Exhibition 

Proof  Crown  YI36  . 14.00 

1953  Proof  Set  (10)  . 62.50 

YT-I  VF-XF  .  4.50 

MAUNDY  SETS 

N  D  Charles  II  Very  Fine  . 55.00 

1675  Charles  II  Very  Fine  .  62.50 

1687  James  II  Very  Fine  . 70.00 

1890  Victoria  B  U  . 72.50 

1917  George  V  Prooflike  .  60.00 

1950  George  VI  Prooflike  . 75.00 

1956  Elizabeth  II  Proof  . .80.00 

Greece  Y47  B  U  .  .  2.75 

Guatemala  Y47  VF  . 80 

Y99  F  . 25 

Haiti  Y20-2I  B  U  . 25 

Hungary  Y43  A  U  .  1.40 

Y46  Unc  2.50  Y49  A  U  .  3.75 

Y56  Proof  2.25  Y57  B  U  .  1.00 

Indian  Y82-83  (3)  B  U  . . .  .  2.00 

Iran  YC-140  VF  .  40 

YD-140  VF  .  .75 

Jamaica  Y20  B  U  .  20 

Y22-23  B  U  .30  Y24-25  B  U  . 25 

Y26  B  U  2.25  Proof .  ..  .  7.50 

Jersey  1964  Proof  Set  (4)  . 12.50 

Y27  B  U  .  2.25 

Kuwait  Y8-I3  B  U  .  2.60 

Laos  YI-3  B  U  .  1.25 

Libya  YI-5  UNC  .  2.00 

Y6-II  B  U  .  2.25 

Luxembourg  YIO  F . 60 

Y22  F-VF  .65  Y35  B  U .  7.75 

Y33-Y35  B  U  .  12.50 

Y38  B  U  3.00  Y39  B  U  .  8.00 

Y39  Antiqued  8.00  Y40  B  U  .  3.00 

Minimum  order — $2.50 


30^  handling  on  orders  under  $5.00 

EDMUND  MOLZAN 

3228  Fruitvale  Avenue 
Oakland,  California  94602 
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ITALY 


Latest  repoi’ts  in  Italy  are  that  the  new  100,000  lire  ($160)  bank¬ 
notes  will  be  issued  during  December,  1967.  It  is  also  expected  that 
during  the  first  quarter  of  1968  the  new  50,000  lire  ($80)  banknotes 
will  be  issued. 

Consumers  and  banks  will  be  pleased  with  this  action  since  the 
largest  note  now  in  circulation  in  Italy  is  10,000  lire  ($16).  Currently 
there  are  approximately  366,000,000  banknotes  of  the  10,000  lire 
denomination  in  circulation.  It  is  expected  that  between  15  to  20 
million  of  the  new  large  bills  will  be  issued. 

Stimulated  by  the  automatic  vending  machine  industry  there  is  a 
possibility  that  new  Italian  coins  may  be  issued  in  the  near  future. 
Consideration  is  being  given  to  the  following: 

200  Lire— $  .32 
,  500  Lire—  .80 

1000  Lire—  1.60 

The  first  two  coins  would  be  minted  in  base  metal  alloys,  while  the 
last  would  have  a  silver  content. 

This  information  courtesy  Richard  Scott. 


PHILIPPINES 


Brass 

47  5  Sentimos  1967  . 10 

Obverse:  Woman’s  head  in  center  to  right,  numeral  5  at  left 
below,  at  right:  MELCHORA  AQUINO,  Tagalog  legend  for  value 
around:  LIMANG  SENTEMOS.  Reverse:  Arms  in  center,  date 
below,  Tagalog  legend  around:  REPUBLIKA  NG  PILIPINAS. 
18mm.,  plain  edge.  40  million  pieces  are  to  be  made. 


Copper-Nickel-Zinc 

48  10  Sentimos  1967  . 15 

Obverse:  Portrait  to  left,  value  below,  to  the  right  above:  FRAN¬ 
CISCO  BALTASAR.  Tagalog  legend  around  for  value:  SAIM- 
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JOURNAL  VOLUME  FILES 

As  a  special  service  to  our  sub¬ 
scribers,  we  are  able  to  supply 
custom-made  file  boxes  built  to 
hold  two  complete  years  of  the 
Journal.  These  files  are  of  the 
highest  quality,  finished  in  leath¬ 
erette,  stamped  in  23-carat  gold, 
and  sturdy  enough  to  support  150 
lbs.  They  are  designed  to  keep 
copies  readily  accessible  for  fu¬ 
ture  reference  while  protecting 
against  soiling,  wear,  tear  and 
misplacement  of  copies. 

The  files  will  make  your  copies 
of  the  magazine  an  attractive  and 
permanent  part  of  your  numis¬ 
matic  library.  Price:  $2.95  each, 
3  for  $8.25,  postpaid.  Mail  your 
remittance  to 

WHITMAN 

NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL 

1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 


SERIOUS 

World  Coin  Collectors 

See  our  full  page  ads  every  issue  of 
World  Coins  Magazine.  Send  us  your 
name  and  address  if  you  would  like 
to  receive  our  free  lists.  We  maintain 
one  of  the  most  diversified  stocks  of 
world  coins  anywhere. 


ALAN  LEVINE 

Dept.  WNJ 
7  Beekman  Street 
New  York,  N.Y.  10038 
Telephone:  (212)  BArkley  7-9855 


NUMISMATIC 

LITERATURE 

BANKNOTES  OF  THE  WORLD  by 
Sten.  Vol.  II,  Columbia  to  Kuwait. 
183  pp.  illus.  vals.  $7.50. 

Vol.  I,  Aden  to  China.  179  pp, 
illus.  vals.  $7.50. 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  a  few 
copies  of  Mr.  Sten's  ENCYCLO¬ 
PEDIA  OF  WORLD  PAPER  MONEY. 
1965.  152  pp.  illus,  $10.00. 

FRANK  &  LAURESE  KATEN 

FOB  4271,  Takoma  Park  Station 
Washington,  D.  C.  20012 


1968,  16th  EDITION  STANDARD 
CATALOGUE  OF  CANADIAN 
COINS.  TOKENS  &  PAPER  MON¬ 
EY  by  J.  E.  Charlton.  The  standard 
reference  and  best  seller — 

$1.50 

STANDARD  GRADING  GUIDE  TO  CA¬ 
NADIAN  DECIMAL  COINS.  By  James 
E.  Charlton  and  Robert  C.  Willey.  The 
most  complete,  authoritative  publication 
on  this  subject.  Includes  coins  of  Can¬ 
ada,  Newfoundland,  New  Brunswick, 
Nova  Scotia  and  Prince  Edward  Island. 

$1.75  (In  Canada  $2.50) 

Jobbers  and  Dealers  write  for  special 
quantity  price  schedule  on  these  pub¬ 
lications.  Generous  discounts.  We 
carry  a  complete  line  of  Coin  &  Stomp 
collector's  accessories. 

CHARLTON  COIN  & 
STAMP  CO..  Ltd. 

92  Jarvis  Street,  Toronto  1,  Canada 
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PUNG  SENTIMOS.  Reverse:  Similar  to  above.  17.3mm.,  reeded 
edge.  50  million  pieces  are  to  be  made. 

The  above  coins  were  released  at  the  end  of  November  and  were 
struck  at  the  San  Francisco  mint.  Other  values  of  1,  25  and  50 
Sentimos  will  be  released  in  the  near  future. 

Information  and  coins  courtesy  Dr.  P.  I.  De  Jesus  and  Dr.  M. 
Crisologo,  both  of  the  Philippines;  also  LCDR  D.  M.  Snider. 


POLAND 

Marie  Curie  Centennial 


Copper-Nickel 

58  10  Zlotych  1967  .  1.50 

Obverse:  At  right,  a  woman’s  portrait  facing,  at  left,  legend  from 
top  down:  SETNA  ROCZNTCA  URODZIN  MARTI  SKLODOW- 
SKIEJ  CURIE,  value  below:  10  ZL.  Reverse:  Eagle  in  center, 
date  below.  Legend  around:  POLSKA  RZECZPOSPOLITA 
LUDOWA  (Polish  People’s  Republic).  Reeded  edge,  28mm.  Struck 
at  the  State  mint  in  Warsaw,  this  coin  commemorates  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  this  famous  scientist,  Nobel  prize¬ 
winner  and  co-discoverer  of  radium. 

Courtesy  Jolie  Coins,  Roslyn  Heights,  N.Y. 


SINGAPORE 


Bronze 

1  1  Cent  1967  . 10 

Obverse:  A  modern  apaidment  building  witli  a  fountain  in  fi’ont 
and  clouds  behind.  Reverse:  Value  1  CENT  in  center,  at  left  a 
half  wi-eath  consisting  of  two  long  ears  of  grain,  at  I'ight:  date 
1967  and  SINGAPORE.  Except  for  the  different  values,  this  reverse 
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Service . .  •  has  been  the  secret  of  our  suc¬ 
cess  ...  it  has  placed  us  at  the 
pinnacle  of  suppliers  of  all 
numismatic  accessories  that  are 
advertised. 

We  are  prompt . . .  efficient 
Every  Whitman  product^  of  coarse! 

East  or  West  M.  MEGHRIG  &  SONS  Serves  You  Best 

In  New  York  (10003)  :  239  Park  Avenue  South,  GRamerey  3-3150 
In  Los  Angeles  (90005)  :  525  South  Western  Avenue,  DUnkirk  8-9393 


Is  Buying 
and  Selling 


Brilliant  Uncirculated 


UNITED  STATES 
COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 

SILVER  AND  GOLD 
Write  for  Price  List 

HY  BROWN 

185  Main  St.,  Painesville,  Ohio  44077 
Area  Code  216 — 357-5544 

Send  for  our  free  coin  supply  catalogue 
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design  is  identical  on  all  the  following.  Plain  edge.  18mm. 

Copper-Nickel 

2  5  Cents  1967  . 20 

Obverse:  A  snake  bird  sitting  in  its  nest  displaying  its  feathers. 
Reeded  edge.  16mm. 


3  10  Cents  1967  . 30 

Obverse;^  A  stylized  seahorse  on  seaweed.  Reeded  edge.  19nim. 


4  20  Cents  1967  . 40 

Obverse:  A  swordfish  on  a  background  representing  the  ocean. 
Reeded  edge.  2314mm. 


.3  50  Cents  1967  . 60 

Obverse:  A  lion  fish  which  inhabits  tropical  watei’S.  Reeded  edge. 
27.5mm. 

6  1  Dollar  1967  . - . 1.50 

Obverse:  Singapoi’e  lion  symbol  flanked  by  sheaves  of  rice.  Reeded 
edge.  33mm. 

Courtesy  Chew  Keng  Ban  of  Singapore  who  also  reiioiled  that  the 
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•  European  Coins 

Until  1900 

Monthly  Illustrated 
price  lists 

•  Auction  Sales 

MUNZEN  UNO  MEDAILLEN  AG 

P.O.  Box  450 
Dept.  WNJ 

Basel  2,  Switzerland 


WANTED 

I.  FRACTIONAL 
CURRENCY 

Anything  to  do  with  the 
series. 

Singles,  Sheets,  Speci¬ 
mens,  Shields 
Complete  collections. 
Want  Lists  Solicited — 
Large  Stock 

11.  EARLY  TYPE  COINS— 
All  Metals 

III.  LIBERIAN  PATTERNS 

IV.  CHOICE  AND  RARE  U.S. 

COINS  &  NOTES  (of 
course) 

Half  Cents  to  Gold 

Write  and  describe  or  submit 
for  a  realistic  offer. 

ANA  ANS  SPMC  MANA 

Tlioiiias  E.  Werner 

505  North  Walnut 
West  Chester,  Pennsylvania  19380 


ISRAEL  STATE  MEDALS  AND 
COINS  commemorate  the  history 
of  the  Holy  Land  and  the  excit¬ 
ing  development  of  modern 
Israel. 

Become  a  subscriber  to  the 
ISRAEL  GOVERNMENT 
COINS  AND  MEDALS  COR¬ 
PORATION,  JERUSALEM, 
the  only  official  organization 
for  worldwide  distribution,  and 
you  will  receive  advance  notice 
and  guaranteed  deliveiy  of  all 
new  coins  and  State  medals. 
For  full  infoimation,  write  The 
Office  of  the  Assistant  Trade 
Commissioner,  Govt,  of  Isi-ael, 
850  Third  Avenue,  N.Y.,  N.Y. 
10022 


Highest  Prices  Paid 

VENEZUELA 
COINS  WANTED 

All  Metals  and  Denomina¬ 
tions.  Send  List  of  what 
you  have,  stating  date,  de¬ 
nomination  and  condition. 

ALSO  INTERESTED 
SCARCE  RARE,  KEY  DATES 
AND  TOP  CONDITION 
BRITISH  COMMONWEALTH 

DAN  eagei.beik; 

840  —  6th  street,  P.  ().  Hox  479 
Miami  Beach,  Florida  33139,  l"S.\ 
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one  dollar  coin  was  quite  a  surprise  to  everyone. 


TONGA 


The  Coronation  coins  were  described  and  cataloged  in  the  November, 
1967  Joui'nal,  but  not  illustrated.  Through  courtesy  of  the  99  Com¬ 
pany,  Capistrano  Beach,  California,  we  are  now  able  to  show  an  ex¬ 
ample  from  the  set.  Illustrated  is  No.  12,  the  50  Seniti.  All  other  values 
are  similar  in  design. 


FAO  Coinage 

Various  reports  have  indicated  that  quite  a  few  countries  are  con¬ 
sidering  favorably  the  striking  of  coins  in  1968  with  an  agricultural 
theme  in  support  of  the  UN’s  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization. 
Rwanda,  Uganda,  Ghana,  India,  Nepal  and  Vatican  City  have  an¬ 
nounced  their  willingness  to  cooperate.  Lebanon  has  already  published 
a  design  for  a  new  1  livre  piece,  and  Ceylon  has  a  2  rupee  coin  well 
into  the  planning  stage. 

The  world  food  crisis  is  the  primary  reason  for  the  present  FAO 
coinage  .program. 

Additional  Cre<lits 

In  addition  to  those  listed  with  certain  coinage  issues,  credit  for 
supplying  data  is  also  extended  to  the  following: 

Jolie  Coins,  Roslyn  Heights,  N.Y. 

Joseph  Milo,  Assistant  Trade  Commissioner  for  the  Israel  Gov¬ 
ernment  Coins  &  Medals  Corp.,  Ltd. 

Cliff  Mishler,  Editor  of  COINS  Magazine 

Ladislav  Sin  of  Czechoslovakia 
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We  Are  Buying  Foreign! 

Paying  $5  to  $500  ea  for  scarce/rare 
crowns/minors/proof  sets.  What  do 
you  have.  Write  or  ship  for  what  we 
believe  are  the  highest  prices  paid  in 
the  U.S.  Immediate  payment.  Do  not 
want  any  of  the  counterfeits  now  flood¬ 
ing  auction  sales  and  dealer  stocks  from 
Bangkok,  Hong  Kong,  Kuala  Lumpur, 
Italy  etc. 


EXAMPLE:  Paying  $30  ea  for  Puerto 
Rico  1895  CUBA  1935-39  and  all  San 
Marino  crowns  in  VF.  Premium  XF  or 
better. 


SELLING  FOREIGN! 

Just  Released! 

1967  SINGAPORE  DOLLAR  CROWN 

35mm.  2.25  ea  Roll  (20)  $34.50 

Complete  1967  Minor  Set 

6  Coins.  $2.00  10  Sets-$I5.00 

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

1963  DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC  PESO 

SCARCE  20M  Minted.  Only  $19.75 

1939  Peso.  SCARCE.  (Catalogs  $15.00) 

Fine  $7.75  VF  8.75  VF-XF  $10 

♦  *  ♦  ♦ 

FRENCH  INDO  CHINA  (Vietnam)  Crowns 

1900-1922  VF  $3.75  ea.  5  Different  $14.75 
10  Different  Dates  $29.50 


DUNNS 


Box  6221J  Milan  Station 
Norfolk,  Virginia  23508 
ANA  ANE  WNS  SIN  INS  Azteca  Society 


Are  you  on  our  mailing 
list?  We  have  Mail  Sales 
and  Mail  Auctions  peri¬ 
odically.  Free  Catalog. 


CANADIAN  COIN  HOLDERS 

HIGHEST  QUALITY  PLEXIGLAS 

Over  500  other  holders  listed  in  new  catalog  #68 

Capital  Holders  especially  made  for  the  6  Wildlife  1967  Centennial  Coins  are  the 
answer.  Your  local  coin  dealer  will  be  happy  to  show  you  the  latest  in  Capital 
Holders  .  .  . 


#CC-33-A  only  $.55 


A  Minimum  Investment  Will  Bring  a  Maximum 
Return  In  Appearance  and  Preservation. 


CAPITAL  PLASTICS  INC.  •  3136  Dellwood  Ave..  N.W. 

CANTON,  OHIO  44708  Phone  (216)  477-2281 
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Sterling  Commcntarv 

hr  K.  E.  Bressett^  F.R.IS.S. 

CHANGING  TIMES 


The  fast-moving  English  coin 
mai'ket  is  changing  at  a  pace 
almost  too  rapid  to  be  intelligently 
analyzed.  During  the  past  year, 
coin  values  ha«Ye  continued  to  soar 
almost  on  a  monthly  basis.  By 
early  November,  I  had  completed 
surveys  to  determine  curi’ent 
values  that  could  be  used  in  A 
Guide  Book  of  Englii^h  CoinH,  only 
to  be  caught  right  in  the  midst 
of  the  devaluated  pound,  which 
caused  no  end  of  turmoil  and  last 
minute  changes. 

The  new  updated  19G8  Sixth 
Edition  of  the  English  coin  cata¬ 
log  should  be  on  the  market  this 
very  month.  To  say  that  valuation 
changes  were  numerous  would  be 
an  understatement.  Every  coin 
in  every  grade  was  given  careful 
attention  and  most  of  them  re¬ 
ceived  valuation  adjustment.  For 
the  most  part,  the  new  values  are 
up;  in  some  cases,  particularly 
common  coins  in  lowei*  grades  of 
condition,  they  are  down. 

Price  increases  were  most 
noticeably  prevalent  in  such  series 
as  the  early  eoppers,  late  date 
bronze  coins,  and  half  crowns. 
Nickel  brass  threepences  are  very 
])opular  and  undoubtedly  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  show  rising  prices 
throughout  most  of  this  year. 
Gold  coins,  at  the  time  the  book 
went  to  ])ress,  were  reasonably 
stable  and  unchanged;  s])eculation 
has  it  that  prices  could  inci’ease. 


based  on  the  demand  for  gold,  but 
only  time  will  tell  the  dividing 
point  between  numismatic  and 
bullion  value  of  gold  coins.  Cer¬ 
tainly  the  rare  and  expensive 
pieces  will  not  be  affected.  It  is 
just  possible,  however,  that  the 
price  of  gold  could  some  day  be 
higher  than  the  current  numis¬ 
matic  value  of  many  sovereigns. 

Some  of  the  London  coin  deal¬ 
ers  began  raising  the  pifces  of 
their  coins  immediately  after  the 
devaluation  notice.  This  was  a 
logical  move  inasmuch  as  many 
of  these  coins  are  sold  to  over¬ 
seas  buyers  and  the  mai-ket  is 
strong  enough  to  warrant  such 
price  adjustments.  Other  dealers 
are  taking  a  “wait  and  see”  at¬ 
titude,  believing  that  price  ad¬ 
justments  should  come  at  a  grad¬ 
ual  rate  and  apply  only  to  those 
coins  for  which  there  is  a  strong 
overseas  demand.  The  values 
shown  in  the  American  edition  of 
A  Guide  Book  of  English  Coins 
are  perhaps  far  more  accurate 
than  those  that  will  appear  in  the 
sterling  values  edition.  This  edi¬ 
tion,  by  the  way,  is  distributed 
only  in  England.  The  slight  dif¬ 
ference  in  values  shown  in  that 
catalog  as  compared  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  dollar  values  in  the  domestic 
edition  should  be  of  little  concern 
to  anyone.  They  are  different  for 
a  good  reason — market  conditions 
are  slightly  different  on  each  side 
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of  the  Atlantic.  Many  common 
coins  currently  circulating  and 
readily  available  in  England  show 
a  premium  value  in  the  American 
catalog  because  a  dealer  must 
charge  that  price  in  order  to 
operate.  The  same  coins  might  be 
unsalable  in  England  because 
they  are  available  in  pocket 
change. 


A  decision  will  have  to  be  made 
about  the  coinage  of  Maundy 
money.  Several  courses  of  action 
are  possible,  but  the  most  likely 
seems  to  be  that  the  traditional 
silver  Maundy  coins  will  continue 
to  be  minted  in  the  same  de¬ 
nominations  and  silver  fineness 
as  in  the  past.  To  discontinue  the 
ceremony  or  change  the  coins  to 


Engrlish  Maundy  coins — a  thing  of  the  past? 


In  recent  months  several  gov¬ 
ernment  notices  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  pertaining  to  the  forth¬ 
coming  changeover  to  decimal 
coins.  The  target  date,  of  course, 
is  1971.  It  is  quite  possible,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  government  will 
make  an  attempt  to  have  the  new 
coins  in  circulation  somewhat 
prior  to  that  date.  Plans  now  call 
for  specimens  of  the  new  coins 
to  be  made  available  to  the  public 
early  this  year.  In  this  manner 
the  Currency  Board  hopes  to 
acquaint  the  public  with  the  new 
decimal  coins  and  pave  the  way 
toward  tranquil  acceptance  by 
1971.  All  sterling  coins  minted 
between  now  and  the  changeover 
will  be  dated  1967  in  a  move  cal¬ 
culated  to  prevent  hoarding  of 
possible  short  issue  coins  in  the 
interim.  Officials  have  stated  that 
no  more  half  crowns  will  be 
coined,  as  this  is  a  rather  un¬ 
necessary  denomination  not  in 
tune  with  decimal  reckoning.  It  is 
also  probable  that  no  more  half 
pence  will  be  coined  because  of 
the  high  price  of  copper  and  the 
cost  involved  in  minting  them. 


new  denominations  would  be  a 
radical  break  with  tradition  un¬ 
welcomed  by  numismatists  and 
laymen  alike.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Maundy  sets  will  be 
issued  and  dated  each  year,  thus 
preserving  a  link  with  the  past 
and  continuing  the  English  coin¬ 
age  that  has  spanned  so  many 
centuries. 

The  new  English  catalog  con¬ 
tains  a  great  deal  of  additional 
and  updated  information  other 
than  price  revisions.  The  most 
exciting  new  coin  listing  is  the 
1952  half  crown  commented  upon 
in  this  column  last  November. 
The  coin,  which  everyone  thought 
to  have  been  auctioned  at  the 
National  Coin  Exhibit,  was  in 
fact  never  sold  at  all.  It  has  now 
been  revealed  that  bidding  at  the 
auction  did  not  reach  the  reserved 
price,  that  the  half  crown  was 
“bought  in”  by  an  agent  acting 
for  the  auctioneer,  was  later  re¬ 
turned  to  Horace  Burrows,  the 
man  who  found  it  in  his  change. 
It  looks  as  if  the  English  are 
having  more  problems  with  L.s.d. 
than  a  California  college!  *** 
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The  ‘Vales’  of  the  Spanish 

Civil  War  1936-1938 


by  Kenneth  Graeher 


25  Centimos  from  Hijar,  in  Spanish.  The  strong  Anarchist  influence  in  this  town  is 
indicated  by  the  portrait  of  Francisco  Ascaso,  a  leader  killed  in  the  attack  on  the 
Atarazanas  barracks  in  Barcelona. 


“The  last  romantic  war,”  as  the 
recent  Spanish  conflict  has  been 
called,  gave  rise  to  a  number  of 
curious  phenomena,  not  the  least 
interesting  of  which  occurred  in 
our  own  field — numismatics.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  almost  three  years  of 
civil  war  in  Spain  a  huge  flood 
of  emergency  money  of  various 
kinds  was  produced  and  exten¬ 
sively  used.  There  were,  first  of 
all,  the  local  municipal  issues, 
familiarly  knowji  as  “Vales”  or 
“Bons.”  There  were  also  provin¬ 
cial  notes  and  coins,  tokens  of  va¬ 
rious  cooperatives,  stamp  money, 
store  cai’ds  and  issues  of  private 
institutions  and  factories. 

Although  there  were  a  number 
of  obsidional  notes  and  coins  used 
by  the  rebels,  this  article  is  con¬ 
cerned  only  with  those  issued 


within  the  territory  controlled  by 
the  Republic.  Of  these  the  Vales 
(Promissory  Notes)  are  by  far 
the  most  interesting  to  this  writer. 

Even  now,  after  thirty  years, 
one  can  only  offer  an  estimate  of 
their  number,  but  to  put  the  fig¬ 
ure  at  seven  thousand  different 
kinds  is  certainly  conservative. 
The  exact  number  will  probably 
never  be  known  since  it  is  likely 
that  some  are  no  longer  extant. 
Unlike  German  Notgeld,  these 
emergency  notes  were  issued  in 
time  of  war  by  the  losing  side 
and  the  great  majority  of  them 
were  either  destroyed  or  thrown 
away.  Except  for  those  of  the 
larger  communities  such  as  Barce¬ 
lona,  Lerida  or  Gerona,  all  can  be 
considered  scarce  and  many  rare. 

In  order  to  understand  how  this 
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flood  of  money  came  about  it  is 
first  of  all  necessary  to  under¬ 
stand  how  complete  was  the  dis¬ 
ruption  of  traditional  political  life 
within  the  areas  remaining  to 
the  Spanish  Republic  after  the 
insurrection  of  July  18th,  1936. 
With  most  of  the  army  and  police 
in  revolt,  authority  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  various  political 
parties  and  their  armed  militias, 
and  it  was  exercised  for  some 
time  on  a  local  basis.  The  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Defense  organized  dur¬ 
ing  those  early  days  had,  in  all 
practical  fact,  complete  sover¬ 
eignty  and  did  not  hesitate  to  take 
economic  as  well  as  political 
action. 

Silver  and  even  copper  coins 
began  to  disappear  from  circula¬ 
tion  quite  early  in  the  conflict, 
partly  due  to  hoarding  by  certain 
elements  of  the  population,  and 
partly  to  the  strenuous  efforts 
of  the  government  to  obtain  silver 
which  it  desperately  needed  for 
purchases  abroad. 

Not  three  months  after  the  re¬ 
bellion,  on  October  13th,  1936,  the 
Ministry  of  Finance  published  a 
decree  authorizing  the  Bank  of 
Spain  to  issue  silver  certificates. 


Bank  of  Spain,  5  Pesetas  Silver  Certifi¬ 
cate  dated  1935  but  issued  later. 

the  number  to  be  regulated  by  the 
quantity  of  coins  recalled.  Evi¬ 
dently  the  Bank  did  not  respond 
with  sufficient  dispatch,  for  sim¬ 


ilar  orders  appeared  on  the  19th 
of  Januai-y,  1937,  and  again  on 
the  23rd  of  February.  Tbe  major 
means  the  Bank  used  to  carry  out 
the  demands  of  the  ministry  were 
the  issues  of  5  and  10  pesetas 
notes  clearly  inscribed  with  the 
legend  Certificado  de  Plata. 
These  are  quite  common  and  are 
often  found  in  crisp  condition. 
Although  they  bear  a  date  (1935) 
prior  to  the  war,  as  do  other 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  Spain  which 
circulated  during  the  war,  they 
nevertheless  represent  the  method 
chosen  by  the  Bank  to  implement 
the  1936  Decree. 

It  should  be  noted  hei-e  that  at 
least  one  municipality,  Tarrega, 


Tarrega,  local  silver  certificate  for  25 
('entimos. 


in  Lerida  Province,  issued  silver 
certificates  of  its  own  as  early  as 
February,  1937. 

In  explanation  of  the  Vales, 
one  more  reason  (and  a  very  im¬ 
portant  one)  for  their  issuance 
must  be  offered.  In  Spain  and 
particularly  in  Catalonia  thei’e 
have  always  been  strong  feelings 
for  local  autonomy.  Throughout 
the  history  of  Spain,  whenever 
the  central  government  has  been 
sufficiently  weakened,  as  during 
the  French  invasion  or  the  can¬ 
tonal  revolution  in  Cartagena,  the 
localities  have  been  quick  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  of¬ 
fered  to  mint  their  own  money. 
It  is  understandable,  therefore, 
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50  Centimes  Government  note 


In  example  of  three  types  of  notes  circu- 
ating  in  the  town  of  Binefar  at  the  same 
ime.  The  Anarchist  note  was  taken  from 
irculation  in  October*’1037.  According  to 
ecent  information  the  Anarchist  denomi- 
lations  were  25  and  50  Grades,  1,  5  and 
5  Piintos. 


hat  they  should  have  done  so 
indei’  the  conditions  which  pre- 
'■ailed  after  the  revolt,  even  if  the 
leed  for  small  change  had  not 
)een  so  demanding. 

Thus,  beginning  slowly  in  1936, 
he  communities  remaining  to  the 
Republic  started  to  issue  frac- 
ional  notes  (and  a  few  coins) 
leeded  to  carry  out  ordinary  com- 
nercial  transactions,  and  this 
rend  continued  and  developed 
intil  by  late  1937  it  had  reached 
uch  proportions  that  there  were 
ew  towns  of  any  size  without 
Deal  paper  money. 

It  has  been  assumed  by  many 
hat  the  Vales  were  issued  under 
ome  general  authorization  or 
erhaps  by  permission  of  the  gov- 
rnment  in  Madrid'.  This  assump- 
ion  is  in  fact  quite  wrong.  While 
uite  unable  to  supply  the  needs 
f  the  population  for  small 
hange,  the  government  was  at  all 
mes  fii-mly  opposed  to  the  exer- 
ising  of  this  prerogative  of  sov- 
reignty  by  the  municipalities.  In 
dSl  the  mint.  La  Fabrica  De 
[oneda  Y  Timbre,  was  turning 


25  Centimos  local  issue 


25  Grades  Anarchist  issue 


out  coins  of  5  centimos  (Yl()3), 
50  centimos  (Y105),  and  1  peseta 
(Yl()6),  and  fractional  notes  of 
50  centimos  and  1  peseta.  In  1938 
there  was  added  a  coin  of  25 
centimos  and  a  note  of  2  pesetas. 
Notes  of  higher  denominations 
were  printed  in  England.  Produc¬ 
tion,  however,  was  not  sufficient 
and  the  issuance  of  Vales  con¬ 
tinued. 

Several  Orders  and  Decrees  of 
the  Ministry  of  Finance,  notably 
the  Order  of  the  14th  of  January, 
1937,  which  forbade  the  Bank  of 
Spain  to  affix  its  stamp  of  ap¬ 
proval  to  the  Vales,  and  the  De¬ 
cree  of  the  6th  of  January,  1938, 
evince  only  too  clearly  the  hos¬ 
tility  of  the  government  to  all  un¬ 
official  issues  of  money.  The  De¬ 
cree  of  the  6th  of  January  is  so 
important  to  the  understanding 
of  the  situation  that  it  is  hei-e 
quoted  in  its  entirety: 
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‘Tlic  Gihhons  Whitman 
Stamp  ^Mon  thly 

Each  36-page  issue  gives  you  a  complete  updating  on  new 
issues  and  price  trends,  plus  a  wide  range  of  feature  ar¬ 
ticles  of  general  interest  to  the  collector,  all  written  by  rec¬ 
ognized  stamp  authorities.  Also  includes  a  4-page  section 
showing  stamps,  worldwide,  in  full  color.  The  first  section 
will  be  called  '"Philately  Goes  to  War,”  a  superb  grouping 
of  stamps  on  a  military  theme  from  the  Whitman  Refer¬ 
ence  Collection.  Then,  a  monthly  column  called  "American 
Scene,”  written  by  James  Chemi,  editor  of  American  Phi¬ 
latelist,  and  similar  contributions  by  stamp  notables. 

The  Gibbons-Whitman  Stamp  Monthly  is 

your  prime  source  of  information  on  new 
issues,  world  classics  and  Whitman’s 
steadily  mounting  line  of  collector  sup¬ 
plies. 

Annual  Subscription  $1^.50  U.S.A.  /  $5.00  Foreign 


GIBBONS- 
WHITMAN 
STAMP  MONTHLY 

1220  Mound  Ave. 
Racine, 

Wisconsin  53404 
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‘Decree  of  ihe  Sixth  of  Jaiiuarv, 
1938 

“The  monetary  system  and  the 
issuing'  of  money  constitute  an  un- 
waivable  privilege  of  the  public 
power  and  is  a  faculty  that  the 
Constitution  reserves  for  the 
Spanish  State,  as  much  in  the 
way  it  affects  its  legislation  as  in 
its  direct  execution. 

“It  cannot,  therefore,  permit 
the  circulation  of  bonds,  notes 
and  money  of  any  kind,  illegally 
put  into  circulation  by  individu¬ 
als,  enterprises  or  corporations, 
and  orders  in  consequence,  that 
the  issuers  recall  these  specie 
without  delay,  paying  the  respec¬ 
tive  holders  their  face  value  in 
legal  money. 

“For  these  reasons,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Council  of  Min¬ 
isters,  and  on  the  proposal  of  the 
Ministei’  of  Finance  and  Econ¬ 
omy,  there  is  decreed  the  follow¬ 
ing; 

'‘"‘Article  /.  All  the  issues  of 
l)romissory  notes,  bonds  and  mon¬ 
ies  which  have  not  been  made  by 
the  public  Treasury  or  the  Bank 
of  Spain,  will  be  recalled  within 
the  maximum  time  of  one  month, 
counting  from  the  date  of  publi¬ 
cation  of  this  Deci-ee,  by  the  in¬ 
dividuals,  enterprises,  corpora¬ 
tions  or  other  autonomous  organ¬ 
isms  who  have  issued  them;  cred¬ 
iting  to  their  respective  holders, 
in  money  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
Spain,  the  face  value  of  the  stated 
bonds,  coins  or  notes. 

""Article  II.  After  the  stated 
period,  the  Banks  and  bankers, 
savings  institutions,  establish¬ 
ments  of  credit  of  all  kinds,  en- 
ter])rises  or  houses  of  commerce 
who  have  in  their  possession  notes 
or  coins  to  which  the  previous 
article  i-efers,  may  not  use  them 
either  in  exchange  or  for  pay- 


Papiol,  1  Peseta  with  interesting  revolu¬ 
tionary  symbol. 


f  paoara 

At 

BfQOTftOOO 


Murcia,  1  Peseta  payable  in  notes  of  the 
Banco  de  Espana. 


ment  without  obstructing  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  this  Decree, 
even  though  the  issuers  may  not 
have  reimbursed  them  in  current 
money. 

“The  non-fulfillment  of  this 
order  will  bring  about  the  imposi¬ 
tion  of  a  fine  of  from  five  to  ten 
times  the  amount  of  the  infrac¬ 
tion,  in  addition  to  which  the 
establishment  in  which  it  took 
place  may  be  ordered  closed. 

“The  difference  between  the 
amounts  issued  and  the  repay¬ 
ments  for  the  money,  notes  and 
bonds  which  have  been  recalled 
will  be  credited  to  the  ])ublic 
Treasury. 

""Article  III.  The  Minister  of 
Finance  and  Economy  will  a(loi)t 
the  ari’angements  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  these 
orders,  to  supervise  the  issuing 
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entities,  who  shall  be  obliged  to 
conserve,  at  the  disposition  of  the 
public  treasury  for  its  verifica¬ 
tion,  the  assets  recalled. 

‘'\irticle  IV.  The  provisions  of 
this  Decree  are  applicable  to  the 
issues  of  checks,  promissory  notes 
and  bonds  to  which  the  minis¬ 
terial  Order  of  the  fourteenth  of 
January  of  1937  refers. 

“Valencia,  the  sixth  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty 
eight.  Manuel  Azaha — The  Min¬ 
ister  of  Finance  and  Economy, 
Juan  Negrin  Lopez.” 

Despite  the  severity  of  the  de¬ 
cree,  the  government  had  once 
again  miscalculated  its  powers  of 
enforcement,  and  the  circulation 
of  the  Vales  continued.  No  notes 
are  found,  however,  with  issue 
dates  later  than  that  of  the  de¬ 
cree. 

With  the  decision  taken  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  circulation  of  the  mu¬ 
nicipal  notes,  the  government  was 
obligated  to  provide  a  substitute 
for  them,  and  this  it  attempted 
to  do  in  its  Order  of  the  24th  of 
February,  1938,  which  authorized 
the  well  known  stamp  money  as 
a  temporary  measure.  Even  this 
emergency  action  failed,  and  both 
Vales  and  stamp  money  con¬ 
tinued  to  circulate  until  the  final 
fall  of  the  Republic. 

The  Vales  can  be  divided  into 
two  general  classifications:  1 — 
those  issued  by  the  Committees 
of  Defense  and  other  political 
groups,  and  2 — those  guaranteed 
by  the  municipal  councils. 

Notes  of  the  first  type  are 
usually  distinguishable  by  the 
rather  strange  inscriptions  they 
bear.  Comite  del  Freni e  Popu¬ 
lar  (Committee  of  the  Popular 
Front),  C  ole  e  t  i  V  id  ad  Libre 
(Free  Collective)  and  Colecti- 
vidad  Ohrera  (Workers  Collec¬ 


tive)  are  examples.  Most  of 
them  were  from  communities  in 
which  the  Anarchist  influence 
was  strong.  Very  few  of  them 
were  in  circulation  after  the  Fall 
of  1937. 


Farners  de  la  Selva,  attractive  25  (’enti- 
mos  local  note. 

The  Anarchists,  who  often  pro¬ 
fess  not  to  believe  in  money, 
sometimes  changed  the  name  of 
the  monetary  unit,  calling  their 
issues  Grados,  Payitofi,  Entcros 
or  Pesos.  Almost  all  these  notes 
are  today  very  rare.  From  one 
point  of  view  they  are  unique; 
they  represent  the  only  money 
ever  issued  by  Anarchists  any¬ 
where. 

On  the  other  hand  there  were 
some  notes,  like  those  of  Andujar 
and  Villanueva  del  Arzobispo 
which  betray  no  revolutionary  in¬ 
fluence  whatsoever  and  might 


('anet  de  Mar  50  Centimos,  in  Catalan. 
A  well  designed  note. 
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La  Fuliola,  1  Peseta,  in  Catalan. 


just  as  easily  haVe  been  issued 
by  the  Nationalists. 

It  must  not  be  assumed  that 
these  early  notes  of  the  commit¬ 
tees  came  to  an  abrupt  halt,  to 
be  substituted  by  those  of  the 
municipal  councils.  It  quite  often 
happened  that  notes  of  the  com¬ 
mittees  and  those  of  the  coun¬ 
cils  circulated  side  by  side  as 
they  did  in  Binefar  (Huesca). 
Even  after  the  notes  of  the  coun- 
;ils  (Consejos  municipales  or 
^yiintamientos  in  Spanish;  Con- 
•ells  Municipals  or  Ajuntaments 
n  Catalan)  became  predominant, 
:hey  were  sometimes  imprinted 
vith  the  seal  of  the  local  Com- 
nittee  of  Defense. 

The  range  of  values  issued  by 
my  community  was  in  general 
letermined  by  its  size,  the  smaller 
owns  having  perhaps  three 
mines — 25,  50  centimos  and  1 
)eseta,  and  the  larger  ones  5,  10, 
15  and  50  centim'os,  1  and  2 
>esetas.  Occasionally  other  val- 
les  are  found  such  as  15  and  20 
entimos,  114,  5,  10  and  even  25 
lesetas.  This  is  only  a  rule  of 
humb  and  there  were  of  course 
lany  exceptions.  The  needs  of 
he  community  in  the  final  an- 
lysis  determined  the  issue, 
/erida  (in  Catalan  Lleida),  a 


city  of  considerable  importance, 
issued  the  basic  three  values 
only,  as  did  a  number  of  other 
cities  of  similar  size.  The  same 
three  values  are  all  that  were 
issued  for  the  entire  province  of 
Badajoz.  On  the  other  hand, 
many  of  the  smaller  towns  like 
Tivissa  printed  almost  the  full 
range  of  fractional  notes. 

Acceptance  was  obligatory  in 
all  the  area  under  the  legal  con¬ 
trol  of  the  issuing  authority  and 
most  of  the  notes  carry  such  a 
warning.  However,  there  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  any  real  re¬ 
sistance  on  the  part  of  the  people 
to  their  use.  The  system  was 
circular  within  the  community, 
necessary  to  the  economy  and  in¬ 
volving  an  element  of  local  pride. 

Roughly  a  good  half  of  all 
Vales  bear  a  hand  stamped  mu¬ 
nicipal  seal,  either  in  ink  or  em¬ 
bossed.  A  few  have  the  notation 
that  they  are  valueless  without 
it.  This  method  of  authenticating 
documents  is  particularly  well 
established  in  Latin  countries, 
and  we  find  it  used  on  the  Mexi¬ 
can  municipal  issues  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution  and  also  on  the  Portu¬ 
guese  Notgeld  of  the  1920’s. 

With  very  few  exceptions  the 
Catalan  language  is  used  on  both 
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Almansa  1  Peseta,  in  Spanish. 


notes  and  coins  produced  in  Cata¬ 
lonia  during  the  Civil  War.  Con¬ 
sidered  by  some  to  be  a  dialect 
of  Spanish,  it  is  nevertheless 
true  that  there  are  many  words 
in  Catalan  which  the  average 
Spaniard  simply  cannot  pro¬ 
nounce.  In  all  other  areas,  even 
in  the  Basque  provinces,  legends 
are  in  Spanish. 

A  phenomenon  peculiar  to  the 
Catalan  war  notes  is  the  absence 
of  town  names  of  religious  sig¬ 
nificance.  Spain,  including  Cata¬ 
lonia,  is  filled  with  towns  and 
cities  with  such  names,  yet  next 
to  none  are  found  in  our  collec¬ 
tions.  The  answer  is,  of  course, 
that  almost  all  such  names  were 
changed  after  the  revolt.  This 
custom  of  name  changing  did  not 
extend  into  other  areas  of  Spain. 


Koses  de  Llobregfat  50  (’entimos,  in  Cata¬ 
lan.  Formerly  and  presently  known  as 
“Sant  k'eliu  de  Llobregat.”  An  example 
of  the  chanjrins:  of  town  names. 


While  it  is  true  that  Ciudad  Real 
was  frequently  referred  to  by  its 
inhabitants  as  Ciudad  Leal  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  under  discussion, 
the  original  name  is  found  on  the 
notes  of  the  city. 

Physically,  the  notes  vary  tre¬ 
mendously  in  every  way;  in  size, 
materials  used,  color,  shape  and 
the  nature  of  the  artwork  em¬ 
ployed.  Sizes  range  from  small 
pieces  of  cardboard  to  full  sized 
notes  like  those  of  Vinaroz.  Quite 
a  number  of  towns  issued  money 
in  the  form  of  small  cardboard 
discs,  about  a  quarter  or  half 
dollar  size:  among  many  othei'S, 
Manresa  and  Vila-Rodona  in  Cat- 


Manresa,  small  cardboard  disc  for  10 
Centimos. 


alonia,  Benicasim  in  Castcllon, 
Abai’an  in  Murcia  and  Villa  del 
Rio  in  Cordoba.  This  form  of 
Vale  was  genei’ally  used  for  the 
smaller  denominations  of  5,  10 
and  IT)  centimos,  but  a  number 
of  examples  of  up  to  ")  pesetas 
aie  known. 

All  kinds  of  ])aper  were  used 
from  heavy  cardboard  to  oi  dinary 
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letter  bond.  And  indeed,  an 
astonishing  variety  of  materials 
was  employed  by  a  number  of 
different  towns,  such  as  textiles, 
plastics,  all  kinds  of  treated  pa¬ 
per,  and  in  the  case  of  Calaf  and 
Selva  de  Mar,  parchment. 

The  printing  was  usually  done 
locally  when  the  facilities  were 
available,  but  in  a  great  many 
cases  resort  was  made  to  the 
printing  establishments  in  larger 
cities,  especially  Barcelona.  Even 
the  three  values  of  the  province 
of  Badajoz  and  the  city  of  Pozo- 
blanco  were  pitnted  there,  al¬ 
though  there  were  undoubtedly 


Fijfueres  50  Centimos,  in  Catalan.  An 
interesting  overprint.  This  might  be  called 
a  “devalued  note.” 


means  available  much  closer  to 
home.  When  the  name  of  the 
printer  occurs,  as  it  frequently 
does,  it  is  usually  found  in  the 
lower  right  hand  corner.  The 
name  is  often  followed  by  such 
phrases  as  Collectivizada  (col¬ 
lectivized)  or  Control-Ohrera 
(controlled  by  the  workers). 

As  one  would  expect  under  the 
conditions  of  emergency  that 
pi-evailed,  numerous  small  varia¬ 
tions  on  the  notes  can  be  found. 
Changes  in  signatures  indicate 
to  the  histoj-ian  interested  in  the 
period  a  grim  struggle  of  politi¬ 


cal  forces  within  the  town.  There 
were  many  variations  which  were 
simple  errors  on  the  part  of  the 
printer;  omission  of  serial  num¬ 
bers,  missing  colors,  misspelling 
of  the  name  of  the  town.  There 
are  even  cases  in  which  the  name 
of  one  town  appears  on  one  side 
of  the  bill  and  the  name  of  quite 
a  different  town  on  the  other. 
Sometimes  even  the  denomina¬ 
tion  is  omitted,  as  is  the  case  with 
some  of  the  notes  of  Lerida. 

Still  it  is  true  that,  although  a 
few  of  the  Vales  might  have  been 
designed  by  children  (and  rather 
untalented  ones  at  that,  as  some 
of  the  issues  of  Caldes  de  Mont- 
bui),  and  many  are  of  a  some¬ 
what  pedestrian  nature,  the  gen¬ 
eral  level  of  design  and  artwork 
is  quite  high  and  can  easily 
stand  comparison  with  notes  of 
many  full-fledged  governments 
throughout  the  world.  *1* 


Canadian 
1968  Coinage 

Proof-like  sets 
and  Uncirculated  coins 

write  for  prices 

Canada  Coin 
Exchange 

(J.  E.  Charlton,  Est.  1949) 
P.O.  Box  578 
Adelade  St.  Post  Office 
Toronto  1,  Canada 
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Foreisn  Coins  and  Paper  Money 

as  VISUAL  AIDS 


by  Dr.  Lee  Firester 


Foreign  coins  and  paper  money 
are  visual  aids  par  excellence  in 
the  teaching  of  practically  all 
areas  of  any  school  curriculum. 
Some  of  the  ways  they  can  he 
utilized  are  outlined  here: 

Social  Studies 

On  the  coins  and  paper  money 
of  all  nations  an  all-out  effort  is 
made  to  present  the  country  in  its 
highest  ideals  and  proudest  tradi¬ 
tions,  To  this  end  the  flag,  the 
nation’s  symbol  (eagle,  lion,  etc.) 
mottoes  and  coats  of  ai“ms  are 


Modern  Philippine  coin  showing  Spanish, 
I'.S.  and  local  influence  on  coat  of  arms. 

illustrated.  Famous  heroes,  his¬ 
toric  events  and  places,  sites  of 
scenic  beauty  are  shown  in  glow¬ 
ing  coloi's  (the  United  States  is 
jiractically  the  only  nation  that 
has  currency  of  one  coloi-).  The 
ordinary  people,  too,  are  not  for¬ 


gotten.  Farmei's,  fishermen,  in¬ 
dustrial  workers,  scientists  and 
others  are  shown  at  work.  Na¬ 
tional  customs  and  costumes  are 
often  featured. 

Map  study  can  be  vitally  mo¬ 
tivated.  Where  is  the  country 
from  which  my  coin  or  note 
comes  ?  The  currency  of  new 
nations  not  yet  on  maps  is  fasci¬ 
nating.  Many  map  pi'ojects,  such 
as  coin  maps  with  lines  drawn 
from  the  coin  to  the  country,  will 
come  naturally  from  the  children. 
Famous  people  of  all  nations  and 
all  periods  of  history  are  fruitful 
in  motivating  the  writing  of  biog¬ 
raphies.  Best  of  all,  social  studies 
reports  can  be  illustrated  by  ob¬ 
jects  that  have  actually  been 
handled  by  the  people  of  the 
country  being  studied. 

Mathematics 

The  coins  of  many  nations, 
notably  the  Latin  American 
countries,  use  fractions,  decimals 
and  Roman  numerals  on  their 
coins  and  bills.  The  post  World 
War  I  and  II  inflations  in  such 
countries  as  Germany,  Austria, 
China,  Hungary,  Yugoslavia  and 
Greece  brought  notes  of  fantas¬ 
tically  high  denominations  which 
are  invaluable  in  teaching  the 
reading  of  larger  numbers 
through  billions.  Different  num¬ 
ber  systems  can  be  illustrated  by 
the  money  of  (piite  a  number  of 
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5  Pesos  note  issued  by  the  Bank  of  London  and  Mexico  in  1912.  Portrait  on  the  left  is 
Benito  Juarez,  the  full-blooded  Zapotec  Indian  who  became  president  of  Mexico  during 
the  19th  century.  Such  a  banknote  is  full  of  ideal  study  characteristics. 


countries  whose  currency  notation 
does  not  have  a  base  of  100. 

It  is  in  the  use  of  decimals 
that  coins  and  paper  money  can 
be  a  great  source  of  problem 
solving  and  computation.  All  cur¬ 
rencies  can  be  converted  to  U.S. 
money,  or  vice  versa,  by  multi¬ 
plying  or  dividing  by  decimals. 
The  rates  of  exchange  are  printed 
daily  in  the  larger  newspapers  or 
can  be  easily  obtained  free  from 
all  bank  and  travel  bureaus. 
There  are  many  situations  which 
arise  that  involve  the  conversion 
of  decimals  to  fractions  and  vice 
versa. 

Language  Arts  and  Reading 

The  possibilities  for  motivating 
activities  in  this  area  are  prac¬ 
tically  endless  and  are  only  lim¬ 
ited  by  the.  ingenuity  of  the 
teacher.  A*  few  can  be  noted  in 
the  short  space  of  this  article: 

READING— A  child  who  gets  in- 
tei-ested  in  numismatics  will  want 
to  read  advertisements,  catalogs, 
coin  news])apers  and  magazines 
and,  most  of  all,  what  is  written 
on  his  coins  oi‘  pa])er  money.  The 
ti’acking  down  of  these  inscri])- 


tions  will  lead  to  the  use  of  cata¬ 
logs  (alphabetizing),  research 
(reference  books  and  encyclope¬ 
dias)  and  the  motivation  for 
studying  foreign  languages.  His 
vocabulary  will  be  increased  by 
many,  many  words  of  the  numis¬ 
matic  language  (obverse,  reverse, 
denomination,  and  others)  and  he 
will  have  to  do  a  lot  of  reading 
to  report  on  his  coins  and  bills 
to  the  class. 

WRITTEN  EXPRESSION  —  To 
buy  coins  or  paper  money  (this  is 
very  often  done  by  mail)  letters 
will  have  to  be  written.  Letters 
to  servicemen  overseas  also  may 
be  a  source  of  coins.  Unless  let¬ 
ters  are  written  neatly  and  cor- 


YOUR  CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Post  Office  regulations  prohibit 
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rectly,  answers  may  not  be  forth¬ 
coming.  Abbreviations  galore  oc¬ 
cur  on  the  coins  and  bills,  and  in 
writing  the  letters.  Collecting 
usually  leads  to  the  finding  of  pen 
pals — more  letters. 

ORAL  EXPRESSION— A  child 
who  gets  excited  about  a  hobby 
will  want  to  display  his  treasures 
for  the  other  children  to  see.  Sev¬ 
eral  interested  children  can  lead 
to  the  formation  of  a  club.  Much 
reporting  using  coins  or  paper 
money  as  illustrations  will  be 
forthcoming  in  Social  Studies  and 
other  areas. 

FOREIGN  LANGUAGES— Many 
words  such  as  peso,  farthing, 
mark,  franc,  shilling,  etc.  make  a 
quick  transition  from  English  to 
ether  languages.  The  desire  to 
read  the  inscriptions  on  foreign 
money  is  a  good  motivation  to 
undertaking  a  foreign  language 
or  to  practice  reading  in  it. 

ART — Children  of  all  ages  will  be 
fascinated  by  the  beauty  of  design 
and  engravings  on  coins,  and  also 
the  use  of  color  variety  and  the 
sheer  beauty  of  illustrations  on 
banknotes.  They  will  marvel  at 
the  huge  amount  of  information 
that  can  be  put  on  both  sides  of 
a  small  piece  of  metal.  Practically 
all  schools  of  art  and  all  periods 
of  history,  ancient  to  contempo¬ 
rary,  are  represented. 


SCIENCE  AND  OTHER  SUB¬ 
JECTS — The  minting  of  coins  and 
the  various  techniques  of  produc¬ 
ing  paper  money  (printing,  off¬ 
set,  lithography,  engraving,  etc.) 
will  fascinate  the  children.  Tal¬ 
ented  children  will  find  endless 
offshoots  in  the  hobby.  The  differ¬ 
ent  metals  and  alloys  used  in 


A  hero  of  Panama  on  a  1961  One  Centes 
imo  coin  of  bronze. 


Hexagonal  Belgian  Congo  coin  of  brass 
made  during  World  War  II  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  mint. 


coins  (iron,  zinc,  tin,  copper,  alu¬ 
minum,  gold,  silver,  and  others) 
are  very  educational.  So  is  a  topi¬ 
cal  collection  of  birds  or  animals 
found  on  coins  or  bills.  Is  a  child 
interested  in  trains,  ships  or 
planes  ?  They  are  all  found  here. 
Is  it  trees  or  flowers?  Also  avail- 


New  coinage  of  South  Africa  which  shows  the  bust  of  Jan  van  Kiebeeck,  famous  figure 
in  South  African  history. 
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able.  If  interest  leans  to  costume 
design,  mythology  oi'  biography — 
all  can  be  enriched  by  illustra¬ 
tions  on  coins  or  bills. 

A  final  note — the  populariza¬ 
tion  of  the  numismatic  hol)by  has 
made  available  hundi’eis  of  coins 
()!•  banknotes  that  can  be  bought 
for  as  low  as  and  pei‘  item. 
No  child  need  be  depiived  of  the 
joy  of  ownership. 

I  have  written  a  booklet  en¬ 
titled  Foreign  Coins  For  Young 
People  (reviewed  in  this  issue), 
which  gives  an  elaboration  of  how 
coins  can  be  used  in  the  class¬ 
room.  This  boojs:  contains  more 
than  100  illustrations  of  coins, 
tables  of  abbreviations  on  coins, 
names  and  numeral  notations,  and 
other  data  of  interest.  Teachers 
and  students  may  obtain  this  book 
for  25^  by  writing  to  Jolie  Coins, 
Roslyn  Heights,  New’^  York  11577. 
(Regular  price  is  75(*.)  I  will  also 
include  a  free  packet  of  a  few' 
notes  and  coins  w'ith  the  book. 


‘7>cc,  niy  Valentine!” 


LiMARC 

Dept.  WNJ 
P.O.  Box  1142 
Langley  Park,  Md.  20787 

Foreign  coins  and  tokens 
bought  and  sold. 

Free  lists  issued  frequently, 
containing  a  wide  selection  of 
choice  offerings. 

We'd  be  pleased  to  add  your 
name  to  our  mailing  list. 


KAY  COIN  SERVICE 

Has  Moved 

New  Address 

Kay  Coin  Service  Corp. 

Dept.  WN.J 
132  West  45th  St. 

New  York,  New  York  10036 

We  will  continue  to  be  open 
from  9:30  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  in¬ 
cluding  Saturdays.  Stop  in  and 
see  our  large  selection  of  U.S., 
Foreign  and  Ancient  coins  and 
full  line  of  supplies. 

Send  your  request  for  our 
latest  fi'ee  lists  of  your  par¬ 
ticular  specialty. 
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by  A.  E,  Bressett 


Februaiy  is  a  patriotic  month.  Oh,  it  doesn’t  have  the  glamor  of 
July  with  the  glorious  Fourth,  the  rockets’  red  glai’e  and  the  sulphury 
smell  of  fireworks  hanging  in  the  air,  but  to  the  numismatist  it  is 
the  month  that  reminds  us  of  our  Washingtonian  and  Lincolnian 
collections.  It  is  the  month  when  collectors  of  many  diffei'ent  types 
of  numismatic  material  can  put  on  elaborate  displays  at  the  local  club 
level,  tying  in  with  the  birthdays  of  these  two  great  pi'esidents. 

Paper  money  buffs  in  particular  can  find  a  wealth  of  Februai-y 
material.  In  1791  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  received  its  first 
charter.  In  February  of  1864  the  Confederate  Government  authorized 
its  fourth  issue  of  paper  money  in  the  amount  of  $200,000,000.  1876 
saw  the  end  of  fractional  currency  and  in  1878  the  Bland-Allison 
Silver  Purchase  Act  was  passed  and  silver  certificates  came  into 
existence. 

Coin  collectors  as  well  can  tie  many  things  to  Febi'uary.  In  1853  the 
$3.00  gold  coin  was  authorized;  in  1857  the  half  cent  was  discontinued 
and  small  cents  replaced  the  cumbersome  large  coppers.  Collectors  of 
Lincoln  cents,  Washington  quarters  (and  the  literally  thousands  of 
related  medals)  can  assemble  all  sorts  of  imaginative  displays. 

There  is  another  area,  however,  that  is  frequently  ignoi'ed  by  col¬ 
lectors  and  yet  is  as  patriotic  as  Uncle  Sam,  ties  in  beautifully  with 
Washington  and  Lincoln  displays  and  borders  on  the  closest  fringe  of 
numismatic  and  paper  money  collecting.  I  refer  to  United  States 
Savings  Bonds  and  the  new  Freedom  Shares. 

Aside  from  the  well  known  premise  that  investing  in  government 
bonds  is  a  profitable  and  sensible  thing  to  do,  let’s  look  at  them 
objectively  as  quasi-numismatic  items.  First  of  all,  they  are  superbly 
designed  and  look  very  much  like  paper  money  because  of  their 
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attractive  vignettes  and  scrollwoi-k.  They  are  for  the  most  part  in 
familiar  denominations,  and  each  carries  the  Treasury  Seal  and 
facsimile  signature  of  the  Seci-etary  of  the  Treasury.  The  presidential 
vignettes  are,  in  many  cases,  the  exact  ones  used  on  regular  United 
States  currency. 

Collecting  a  set  of  savings  bonds  as  a  numismatic  display  tie-in 
is  costly,  but  certainly  a  worthwhile  project.  No  danger  of  losing 
money  hei-e  on  a  declining  market.  In  fact,  the  rate  of  return  far 
exceeds  that  for  many  coin  investments,  and  is  on  a  guaranteed 
basis.  Speculation  in  current  silver  quaiders  and  halves  seems  I'athei- 
futile  when  one  considei's  the  i-emote  possibility  of  probable  profits 
fi'om  an  increase  in  numismatic  or  bullion  value  as  contrasted  to  the 
security  of  a  government  bond.  Of  the  eight  different  denominations, 
the  $10,000  bond  pictui'ing  Theodore  Roosevelt  will  no  doubt  be  lacking 
in  most  collections.  Others,  ranging  from  Geoi'ge  Washington  on  the 
$25.00  bond  to  Abraham  Lincoln  on  the  $1,000  bond,  are  not  I'eally 
much  above  the  cost  of  many  key  coins. 

Savings  bonds  have  been  with  us  so  long  that  theii-  existence  and 
function  should  be  well  known  to  everyone.  Some  old  timers  still  lapse 
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into  calling  them  “war  bonds,”  though  there  is  really  no  excuse  for 
that.  (By  the  way,  these  older  bonds  are  real  collector’s  items  now.) 

The  recently  issued  “freedom  shares,”  however,  might  constitute 
a  new  and  unexplored  field.  Thei'e  are  only  four  denominations  of 
these:  $25.00,  $50.00,  $75.00,  and  $100.00.  These  savings  notes,  similar 
to  the  bonds,  ai'e  also  attractively  printed  by  the  United  States 
Bui'eau  of  Piinting  and  Engraving.  The  vignettes  ai'e  pleasingly 
diffei’ent  and  sui])i'isingly  numismatic  in  natuie.  On  the  $25.00  note 
we  see  the  Concoi’d-Lexington  Minute  Man  made  famous  by  the 
inspiring  Daniel  Chester*  French  statue  at  Concoi'd,  Massachusetts 
and  perpetuated  on  the  1925  commemorative  half  dollai*. 

The  $50.00  freedom  share  has  as  its  vignette  the  head  and  crown  of 
the  Statue  of  Liberty,  identical  to  that  on  the  four  lowest  denominations 
(5^*,  10^^,  2h(!‘,  and  50d)  of  the  Series  591  Military  Payment  Certificates 
issued  from  May  26,  1961  to  January  6,  1964,  and  very  similar  to 
that  depicted  on  the  $10.00  M.P.C.  series  641  now  being  issued  for- 
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use  by  United  States  Armed  Forces  in  Viet  Nam.  The  Liberty  Bell 
shown  on  the  $75.00  freedom  share  is  obviously  copied  finm  John  R. 
Sinnock’s  design  for  the  Franklin  half  dollar,  which  of  course  was 
originally  used  on  the  1926  commemorative  half  dollar  for  the  ses- 
quicentennial  of  American  independence.  On  the  $100.00  freedom 
share,  Columbia  standing  in  full  glory,  as  she  usually  does  atop  the 
Capitol  Building,  assumes  the  pose  recognizable  to  fractional  currency 
collectors  as  the  vignette  on  the  15^  fourth  issue  note  of  1869  and 
identical  to  that  used  on  the  first  issue  of  large  size  United  States 
paper  money — the  $5.00  Demand  Note  of  1861. 

Freedom  shares  are  somewhat  different  from  savings  bonds — they 
are  a  companion  to  the  Series  E  bonds.  Anyone  who  purchases  Series 
E  bonds  regularly  through  a  formal  plan,  either  payroll  savings  or 
bond-a-month  plan,  may  purchase  freedom  shares.  The  interest  rate 
is  4.74%  compounded  semi-annually  when  held  to  matui'ity  for  4V2 
years.  Series  E  bonds  return  an  average  of  4.15%  when  held  to  their 
seven  year  maturity.  The  freedom  shares  cannot  be  purchased  by 
themselves  but  must  be  bought  in  connection  with  E  bonds  of  the 
same  or  larger  face  amounts.  No  matter  why  they  are  ])urchased, 
they  are  a  wise  investment  and  are  particularly  a])pi“opriate  for  this 
patriotic  month.  *** 


PAGE  108 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  FEBRUARY.  1968 


THE  POLAR 
BEAR  FROM 
PHILADELPHIA 

by  Raymond  A.  Young 


Travelers  who  should  know 
aim  that  it  gets  \»old  enough  in 
reenland  to  freeze  a  brass  polar 
Bar.  It  wasn’t  the  weather,  how- 
/er,  that  made  the  Philadelphia 
[int  produce  a  curious  issue  of 
lose  creatures  for  the  Danish 
Iministrators  of  Greenland  in 
)44. 

These  were  the  5  kroner  pieces 
Y-9)  which  have  recently  come 
)  the  attention  of  the  general 
merican  collecting  public.  Al- 
lough  it  followed  earlier  prece- 
snt  in  design,  this  particular 
)in  is  notable  as  a  good  example 
’  the  effects  of  war  on  numis- 
latics. 

The  5  kroner  is  approximately 
le  size  of  the  U.S.  half  dollar, 
he  obverse  features  the  Danish 
rms,  topped  by  a  crown  and  sur- 
)unded  by  the  wording  GRON- 
ANDS  STYRELSE  (Provincial 
ouncil  of  Greenland).  Flanking 
le  shield  are  two  cinquefoils;  a 
lird  separates  the -wording. 

The  reverse  features  a  polar 
Bar  walking  (in  the  lumbering 
ishion  of  that  beast)  to  left, 
hich  gives  the  coin  its  popular 
ame.  Above  is  the  value,  and 
Blow  is  19  G.S.  44.  There  is  no 
lint  mark  on  the  coin.  The  edge 

reeded  in  the  fashion  of  silver 
)ins;  however,  this  reeding  is 
Liger  and  coarser  than  that  on 


U.S.  silver.  There  is  small  rim 
beading  on  both  sides. 

This  coin,  like  others  for  the 
Netherlands,  France,  Belgium, 
and  sundry  European  colonies, 
came  to  be  struck  in  the  U.S.  be¬ 
cause  of  the  Nazi  occupation  of 
Europe.  At  the  time  Denmark  was 
in  German  hands  although  Green¬ 
land,  which  was  also  Danish,  was 
free.  Thus  the  United  States, 
which  had  taken  over  defense  of 
the  island,  was  the  logical  place 
to  provide  current  coinage  needs. 
The  last  Danish  governmental 
issue  for  Greenland  had  been  in 
the  1920’s,  and  was  similar  in  de¬ 
sign  to  the  1944  coin. 

This  was  not  an  issue  for  a 
government  in  exile,  strangely 
enough.  The  Danish  administra¬ 
tors  did  not  flee  the  country  when 
invasion  struck  the  homeland,  and 
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the  government  continued  on  aft¬ 
er  Denmark  itself  was  ovei’rim. 

A  True  Shell-Case  Coin? 

The  1944  coin  is  distinctive 
l)artly  in  that  it  has  a  rather  high 
face  value  foi‘  such  a  cheap  and 
small  piece.  This  matter  of  face 
value  seems  related  to  its  war¬ 
time  metal  composition.  The  cir¬ 
cumstances  surrounding  this  issue 
suggest  that  it  may  be  a  true 
wartime  coin  in  metal  content. 

In  1944,  the  U.S.  mint  was  us¬ 
ing  large  quantities  of  fired  brass 
cartridge  casings  to  produce  the 
domestic  cent.  In  that  coin, 
enough  pure  copper  was  added  to 
create  an  alloy  similar  to  stand- 
ai’d  bi’onze. 

In  that  same  year,  the  three 
U.S.  mints  together  produced 
what  at  the  time  was  a  record 
number  of  foreign  pieces.  In  cer¬ 
tain  cases — Cuba,  France,  Nicara¬ 
gua,  Guatemala,  and  Peru,  he- 
i^ides  Greenlayid — the  copper-alloy 
coins  were  brass  with  a  high  zinc 
content:  70%  copper,  30%  zinc. 

Such  an  alloy  is  the  standard 
for  “cartridge  brass.”  As  anyone 


obvious  brass  content  by  a  similar 
yellow  hue  even  as  it  ages. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  Gi-een- 
land  coin  may  well  have  been 
made  dii’ectly  from  melted  shell 
cases,  to  which  the  mint  did  not 
need  to  add  any  othei’  metal  to 
change  the  oilginal  “cai'tildge” 
color. 

This  would  have  offered  certain 
advantages  to  the  Danes,  the  chief 
one  being  a  slight  saving  in  pro¬ 
duction  costs.  It  would  also  have 
benefited  the  mint  by  reducing  the 
amount  of  time  and  trouble  re¬ 
quired  to  prepare  a  suitable  alloy 
in  a  period  when  coinage  facilities 
wei-e  taxed  to  the  utmost.  At  the 
time,  the  mints  were  ci'ammed  as 
full  of  presses  as  floor  space 
would  permit.  Even  then,  the  huge 
volume  of  pieces  was  possible  only 
because  some  mint  employees  had 
invented  a  device  permitting 
presses  to  strike  two  coins  at  once, 
for  those  of  quaider  size  or  small¬ 
er. 

This  brass  alloy  was  not  used 
by  all  foreign  governments  for 
whom  the  U.S.  mint  struck  coins 
in  the  war  years.  The  1944  bronze 


who  hunts  or  has  been  in  the  serv¬ 
ice  knows,  it  is  characterized  by 
a  pronounced  yellow  (even  “gold¬ 
en”)  color  that  tends  to  remain 
that  shade  instead  of  darkening 
to  brown  as  do  the  bi'asses  con¬ 
taining  less  zinc.  This  is  i-eflected 
in  the  5  ki’oner,  which  shows  its 


coins  for  Ethiopia,  Dominican  Re¬ 
public  and  Curacao  were  the  same 
composition  as  the  contemporary 
U.S.  cent,  as  wei'e  the  Philippine 
centavos.  But  it  appeal’s  that  the 
mint  used  the  straight  brass  alloy 
where  possible,  as  in  the  case  of 
Cuba  and  Greenland,  without 
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othering  to  modify  its  content, 
'his  permitted  a  considerable 
aving  in  copper,  when  one  con- 
iders  that  yellow  brass  coins  for 
)reign  governments  in  that  year 
)talled  over  105  million  pieces. 

As  far  as  the  Greenland  au- 
lorities  were  concerned,  the  piece 
lay  have  been  something  of  a 
argain.  It  cost  little  to  produce 
nd  had  a  high  face  value  in  rela- 
on  to  intrinsic  content.  In  terms 
f  kroner,  the  issue  thus  appears 
)  have  offered  a  good  seignior- 
ge  after  cost  of  manufacturing 
as  deducted.  *, 


The  increasing  concern  for  coin¬ 
age  figures  has  also  helped  to 
make  certain  issues  more  popu¬ 
lar.  Some  collectors  thus  want  a 
particular  coin  for  no  other  rea¬ 
son  than  small  mintage,  regard¬ 
less  of  any  other  attributes  (or 
lack  of  them)  the  coin  may  have. 
The  Greenland  5  kroner  had  a 
fairly  low  issue  of  100,000  pieces, 
the  smallest  of  the  U.S.  wartime 
strikings  of  foreign  coins.  It  was, 
of  course,  intended  for  a  place 
with  a  very  small  population  and 
where  there  was  little  demand,  on 
the  part  of  Eskimo  hunters,  for 


A  5  Kroner  note  of  Greenland,  ca.  IIMO. 


Growing  Poiiularity 

Until  fairly  recently,  most 
merican  collectoi’S  ignored  the 
i-eater  mass  of  foreign  issues, 
he  wartime  strikings  for  foreign 
overnments,  however,  seem  to  be 
ijoying  a  rise  in  populai'ity.  This 
lay  be  partly  due  to  interest  in 
^orld  War  II  by  young  collectoi'S 
ho  were  not  alive  at  the  time, 
nothei-  factoi'  is  that  entei-])iis- 
ig  dealeis  are  obtaining  and  ad- 
3rtising  such  issues  in  quantity 
the  1944-D  Curacao  2V2  Gulden 
^ing  a  case  in  point). 


huge  quantities  of  hard  money.  It 
also  had  a  high  face  value,  so,  in 
terms  of  actual  requirements,  the 
coinage  was  evidently  ample. 

Aside  from  the  metal  content 
and  the  high  value,  the  polar  bear 
issue  was  not  a  great  departure 
fi-om  ordinary  peacetime  issues. 
Since  the  Greenland  coins  in  the 
])ast  had  been  aluminum  bronze, 
the  wai’time  alloy,  when  new, 
would  not  have  ])i'esented  any 
radically  different  a])i)eai‘ance.  In 
this  respect,  it  was  a  fairly  typi¬ 
cal  U.S.  wartime  striking.  Only  a 
large  2  francs  for  liberated 
France  (or  Algeria),  a  Belgian  2 
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francs  on  zinc-coated  steel  planch- 
ets  (leftovers  from  1943)  and  a 
hexagonal  Belgian  Congo  2  francs 
had  distinctive  designs  or  shapes 
(aside  from  minor  changes  like 
mint  marks).  For  the  most  part, 
coins  for  friendly  foreign  powers 
tended  to  be  conservative,  and, 
in  the  case  of  silver  denomina¬ 
tions,  in  metal  as  well  as  in  de¬ 
signs. 

Heraldry 

Because  collectors  are  curious 
about  the  arms  on  coins,  this  one 
deserves  an  explanation.  The 
three  lions  jxissant  (that  is,  walk¬ 
ing  or  standing  on  four  feet)  and 
nine  hearts  on  the  shield  are  an 
ancient  device  of  the  lailing  Dan¬ 
ish  Valdemar  family.  The  design 
goes  back  to  the  late  12th  century. 
At  one  time,  the  “hearts’’  wei'e 
heart-shaped  leaves.  They  seem  to 
have  evolved  to  the  present  un¬ 


HAPPY  NEW  YEAR! 

Once  a  year  at  least  it  is  well  to 
take  time  out  from  our  hobby  to 
give  thanks  for  our  blessings,  and 
to  make  plans  for  a  pleasant  and 
rewarding  New  Year. 

While  making  your  plans,  one  of 
them  might  be  to  write  for  my 
1968  Stock  List  of  foreign  coins, 
which  will  be  released  around  Jan. 
I.  If  you  are  now  on  my  mailing 
list  you  will  receive  this  soon.  If 
you  are  not,  better  write  and  we 
will  send  it  at  once.  No  charge,  and 
it  might  possibly  help  you  toward 
that  Happy  New  Year,  too! 

Whatever  you  collect,  my  best 
wishes  to  all  of  you  for  a  most 
Happy  and  Prosperous  New  Year. 

LAUREN  BENSON 

512-K  Putnam  Bldg., 
Davenport,  Iowa,  52801 


disputed  shape  after  everyone 
came  to  see  the  leaves  as  hearts. 

Like  many  modern  coins  uti¬ 
lizing  heraldic  symbols,  this  one 
shows  no  coloring.  The  true  coloi's 
ai-e  gold  for  the  shield,  blue  for 
the  lions,  and,  naturally,  red  foi- 
the  hearts.  The  crown  is  in  red, 
gold,  silver  and  blue. 

The  arms  are  thus  not  Green¬ 
land’s.  In  fact,  the  island  has  no 
true  coat  of  arms  of  its  own,  as 
it  is  politically  (and  now  econom¬ 
ically)  an  integral  part  of  Den¬ 
mark.  The  polar  bear  has  become 
a  ti'aditional  symbol  for  the  is¬ 
land,  for  obvious  reasons.  A  shield 
showing  the  bear  seated  is  paired 
with  the  Danish  arms  on  a  ])ost- 
war  1  krone  issue.  There  is  a 
large  ornate,  official  Danish  coat 
of  arms  which  includes  many  de¬ 
vices,  one  of  them  being  the  polar 
bear.  However,  the  three  lions 
form  the  device  usually  recog¬ 
nized  as  the  traditional  national 
arms.  It  should  be  noted  that  the 
earlier  Greenland  coins  (including 
the  1944)  used  the  shield  to  in¬ 
dicate  Danish  rule,  rather  than 
any  wording  to  this  effect. 

One  thing  which  the  numis¬ 
matist  should  remember  is  that 
this  coin  is  NOT  impressive  in 
size.  Its  actual  size  is  shown  in 
this  article.  Because  of  the  de¬ 
nomination,  some  might  want  to 
call  it  a  “crown”;  this  would  be 
a  misnomer,  for  the  coin  falls  far 
short  of  a  ci'own,  in  size  and  in 
metal.  Big  brass  pieces  are  just 
that,  and  not  crowns. 

Thus  ends  the  story  of  Green¬ 
land’s  polar  bear  coin,  a  piece 
which  recalls  the  evil  days  when 
the  only  fi'ee  place  under  the 
Danish  flag  was  the  world’s 
second  largest  island  with  its 
fewei-  than  30,000  ])eople  in  a 
few  scattered  settlements. 
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(Coiitiuiied  from  December) 


YD  1127  TIBERIUS 

SEMPRONIUS 
CxRACCUS  (40  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Octavian. 
ev..  Military  standards,  plow  and  scepter 


SYI)  1130  QUINTUS 
VOCONIUS 
VITULUS  (40  B.C.) 


The  reverse  of  this  interesting 
enarius  is  an  indication  that  Oc- 
ivian  carried  out  Caesar's  inten¬ 
ons  by  granting  lands  to  his 
dthful  soldiers,  for  we  see  not 
ily  the  military  standards  but 
Iso  the  plow  with  which  those 
.nds  were  to  be  tilled.  The  Q. 
ESIG.,  Quaestor  Designatus, 
ills  us  that  Sempronius  had  been 
Bsignated  as  the  next  quaestor. 

YD  1128 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Caesar. 

?v..  Military  standards,  plow  and  sceptei 

This  coin  is  (]uite  similar  to  the 
•eceding  one  except  for  slight 
langes  in  the  inscription  on  its 
:verse  and  the  substitution  of  the 
iad  of  Caesar  foi’  tliat  of  Oc- 
vian. 

Other  denominations  struck: 
ureus. 


Aureus:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Octavian. 

Rev.,  Calf 

Practically  nothing  is  known 
about  this  moneyer.  His  coin  types 
always  portray  either  Caesar  or 
Octavian  on  the  obverse.  It  is  in¬ 
teresting  to  note  that  we  have 
here  another  example  of  a  pun, 
for  the  name  Vitulus  in  Latin 
means  calf,  and  it  is  a  calf  we  see 
on  the  reverse  of  this  coin. 


SYI)  1132 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Caesar. 

Rev.,  Calf 

This  denarius  is  virtually  the 
same  as  the  aureus  directly  above. 
However,  we  find  Caesar’s  head 
on  this  obverse  instead  of  that  of 
Octavian. 
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SVl)  1189  MARCUS 

ANTONIUS 
(40  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Antony. 

Rev.,  Winged  caduceus, 
two  cornucopiae  on  globe 

The  reverse  of  this  denarius 
tells  us  the  story  of  Roman  dom¬ 
ination.  We  see  a  globe,  symbol  of 
world  power;  the  cornucopiae, 
horns  of  plenty,  speak  for  them¬ 
selves.  The  caduceus,  in  this  in¬ 
stance,  refers  to  the  pursuit  of 
commerce.  Marc  Antony  is  pic¬ 
tured  on  the  obverse  of  the  coin. 

SVI)  1190  MARCUS 

ANTONIUS: 

LUCIUS 
MUNATIUS 
RLANCUS  (40  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Lituus  and  jug. 

Rev.,  Jug  between  winged  thunderbolt 
and  winged  caduceus 

IdancLis  struck  coins  five  yeai'S 
earlier  also.  The  obverse  religious 
implements  refer  to  Antony’s  du¬ 
ties  as  an  Augur.  The  inscription 
states  that  he  was  Imperator, 
Augur  and  Triumvii’  for  the  I’e- 
constitution  of  the  Reiiublic.  The 
i-evei'se  is  not  easily  exi)lained,  if 
it  can  be  explained  at  all.  One 
writer  thought  the  thundei'bolt 
and  caduceus  were  reminders  of 
the  powers  of  the  triumvirs,  and 
the  harmony  which  existed  be¬ 
tween  them. 


SYD  1193  MARCUS 

ANTONIUS: 
OCTAVIAN 
(40-39  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Antony. 

Rev.,  Hd.  of  Octavian 

This  is  a  historically  interest¬ 
ing  coin,  foi'  it  apparently  was 
struck  after  a  reconciliation  had 
been  effected  between  Antony  and 
Octavian,  All  had  not  been  well 
with  these  two  aftei’  they  had 
joined  to  ciaish  Biutus  and  Cas¬ 
sius  at  Philippi,  Pai  t  of  their  dis¬ 
agreement  had  been  a  result  of 
the  overzealousness  of  Antony’s 
brother,  Lucius  Antonius.  To  ce¬ 
ment  this  renewal  of  leadershij), 
Mai'c  Antony  had  mari’ied  Octa- 
via,  Octavian’s  sister,  a  marriage 
which  was  ultimately  dissolved 
because  of  Antony’s  entanglement 
with  Cleopatra. 

Other  denominations  stiuck: 
Aureus,  quinarius. 

SYD  1357  QUINTUS  ATIUS 
LABIENUS 
(40-39  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Labienus. 

Rev.,  Horse 

Labienus  was  anothei’  highly 
jilaced  Roman  who,  after  the 
death  of  Caesar,  found  that  he 
had  to  play  the  game  of  “choosing 
sides,”  whether  to  join  with  the 
Rei)ublicans  headed  by  Brutus  and 
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Cassius  or  to  cast  his  lot  with  the 
survivors  of  the  Caesarian  party. 
He  chose  to  join  Brutus  and  Cas¬ 
sius  and  was  sent  by  them  to 
Parthia  to  seek  the  aid  of  Orodes, 
king  of  that  country.  While  in  the 
middle  of  his  negotiations  he  re¬ 
ceived  word  that  Brutus  and  Cas¬ 
sius  had  been  completely  crushed 
at  Philippi.  Knowing  that  he 
would  be  put  to  death  if  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Greece  or  to  Rome  or, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  to  any  part  of 
the  Roman  world,  he  prevailed 
upon  Orodes  to  attack  the  Roman 
provinces  in  Asia.  He  met  with 
success  against  Antioch,  Phoeni¬ 
cia,  Cilicia,  and  Caria,  but  finally 
was  stopped  by  Ventidius,  An¬ 
tony’s  legate,  and  was  forced  to 
flee  into  Cilicia.  He  was  eventu¬ 
ally  found  and  put  to  death. 
Labienus’  head  appears  upon  the 
obverse  of  this  coin.  The  horse  on 
the  reverse  reminds  us  that  the 
Parthians  were  noted  for  their 
fine  cavalry  which,  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  had  caused  the  Ro¬ 
mans  considerable  trouble.  The 
inscription  on  the  obverse  is  rath¬ 
er  interesting,  for  inasmuch  as 
there  was  no  one  who  bestowed 
the  title  of  Parthicus  Imperator 
upon  him,  obviously  he  granted 
the  title  to  himself! 

Other  denominations  struck: 
Aureus. 

SYD  1138  CAIUS  VIBIUS 
VARUS  (39  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Bacchus. 
Rev.,  Panther  springinjr  toward  altar 

Once  more  we  have  a  moneyer 
known  only  fi’om  his  coins.  It  is 


possible  that  this  moneyer  was  a 
member  of  the  same  family  as  an 
earlier  moneyer,  Caius  Vibius 
Pansa  (49  B.C.),  who  used  the 
bacchic  theme  cn  some  of  his 
coins.  The  meaning  of  this  coin 
type  is  not  known. 

SYD  1140 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Minerva. 
Rev.,  Hercules 

The  connection  between  Miner¬ 
va,  Hercules  and  the  Vibia  gens, 
to  which  this  moneyer  belonged, 
is  not  known. 

SYD  1139 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Hercules. 
Rev.,  Minerva 

As  was  true  of  the  denarius 
above,  it  is  not  known  what  con¬ 
nection  the  figures  on  this  coin 
had  with  this  moneyei-’s  family. 

SYD  1144 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Antony. 

Rev.,  Fortuna 

This  coin  is  one  of  a  sei'ies 
struck  by  this  moneyei-  which 
honors  the  tilumvirs.  Foiduna,  on 
its  reverse,  rei)i-esents  good  for¬ 
tune  or  divine  ])rovidence. 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  FEBRUARY.  1960 


PAGE  1  1  5 


SYI)  1136 


Aureus:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Roma. 

Rev.,  Nemesis  winged 

Nemesis  was  originally  a  Greek 
goddess  of  retribution.  While  she 
is  not  seen  too  frequently  on  the 
coinage,  she  is  usually  seen  with 
her  head  bowed.  Shocking  as  it 
may  seem,  her  head  is  bowed  be¬ 
cause  she  has  spit  down  the  front 
of  her  dress,  a  means  of  warding 
off  evil!  Later  Romans  spat  upon 
coins  in  an  attempt  to  obtain  the 
same  i-esults  and  it  is  said  that 
such  a  custom  is  in  use  to  this  day 
in  certain  areas. 

SYI)  1137 


Aureus:  Hd.  of  Apollo. 

Rev.,  Venus  standing 

Here  is  another  issue  of  this 
moneyer,  an  aureus. 

SYI)  1135  CAIUS  CLODIUS 
C.F.  VESTALIS 
(39  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Flora. 

Rev.,  Vestal  Virgin,  Claudia  (Juinta 

The  identity  of  this  moneyer  is 
uncertain.  Inscri))tions  have  been 

THE  WHITMAN 


found  in  Eti  uria  heaiing  the  same 
name  as  this  moneyer.  If  these 
did,  in  fact,  pertain  to  this  mon¬ 
eyer,  then  it  is  possible  that  he 
was  the  pi'oconsul  mentioned  on 
the  coins.  The  bust  of  Flora  on  the 
obverse  of  this  coin  recalls  that  in 
240  B.C.  an  ancestor  of  this  mon¬ 
eyer  organized  a  festival  in  honor 
of  this  divinity.  On  the  reverse  of 
the  coin  we  see  the  Vestal  Virgin, 
Claudia  Quinta,  from  whom  this 
gens  took  its  name  (Clodius  .  .  . 
Claudius).  Claudia  had  been  ac¬ 
cused  of  the  gravest  crime  of 
which  a  Vestal  was  ca])able  of 
committing,  that  of  unchastity, 
but  due  to  a  prodigious  feat  she 
had  peiTormed  the  charge  was 
dismissed.  It  seems  that  a  statue 
of  Vesta  was  being  brought  to 
Rome  from  Phi’ygia.  As  the  gal¬ 
ley  moved  slowly  up  the  Tiber  it 
became  completely  immobilized 
in  the  shallows  and  the  efforts  of 
a  thousand  men  woiLing  together 
could  not  budge  the  vessel.  Clau¬ 
dia,  observing  the  situation,  re¬ 
moved  her  gii-dle  and,  fastening 
it  to  the  vessel,  pulled  it  to  Rome 
by  herself! 

Other  denominations  struck: 
Aureus. 

SYD  1327a  MARCUS 

ANTONIES: 
OCTAVIAN 
(39  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Octavian. 
Rev.,  Caduceus 

This  coin  commemorates  the 
reconciliation  effected  l)etween 
Octavian  and  Antony  in  the  ])re- 
ceding  yeai’,  the  year  when 


PAGE  1  1  6 


NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  FEBRUARY.  1968 


Antony  married  Octavian’s  sister 
Octavia.  The  cadiiceiis  on  the  I'e- 
vei’se,  in  this  instance,  seems  to 
be  a  symbol  of  harmony. 


SYD  1328 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Antony. 

Rev.,  Caduceus 

This  denarius-  is  quite  similar 
to  the  one  preceding  it.  However 
we  find  Antony’s  head  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  instead  of  Octavian’s.  The 
reverse  inscription  differs  also. 

Other  denominations:  Aureus 


SYD  1197  MARCUS 

ANTONIUS: 
OCTAVIA  (39  B.C.) 


Cistophorus:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Antony. 

Rev.,  Cista  mystica,  bust  of  Octavia 

This  fascinating  silvei’  coin  is 
called  a  CISTOPHORUS  or  CTS- 
TOI^HORIC  MEDALLION,  be¬ 
cause  its  revei-se  jtictures  a 
basket,  called  a  CISTA,  which 


was  used  in  the  mysterious  wor¬ 
ship  of  Bacchus.  The  snakes  seen 
on  the  coin  were  also  part  of  the 
ceremony.  The  coin  is  thought  to 
have  first  made  its  appearance  in 
Asia  Minor  in  the  third  century 
B.C.,  for  it  was  in  Asia  Minor 
this  strange  cult  flourished.  The 
coin  was  struck  to  honor  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Antony  and  Octavia.  In¬ 
asmuch  as  some  ancient  writei'S 
stated  that  Antony  represented 
himself  as  Bacchus  after  the 
battle  of  Philippi,  there  may  be 
some  substance  to  the  theme  of 
this  coin. 

SYD  1271  MARCUS 

ANTONIUS:  CAIUS 
SOSIUS  (39  B.C.) 


Undetermined  Bronze  coin: 

Obv.,  Hd.  of  Antony.  Rev.,  Eagle 

The  denomination  of  this  bronze 
coin  is  uncertain.  The  head  of 
Marc  Antony  appears  on  its  ob¬ 
verse  and  an  eagle  on  the  reverse. 
Apparently  this  was  the  Sosius 
who  was  the  quaestor  of  Lepidus, 
the  consul  of  66  B.C.  Originally 
a  member  of  the  Pompeian  party 
during  the  Civil  War,  Sosius 
turned  to  his  opponents  the  Ce¬ 
sarians,  probably  because  of  his 
disappointment  in  Pompeian  prin¬ 
ciples.  After  Caesar’s  death  he 
joined  Marc  Antony,  and  was  first 
made  quaestor  by  Antony  and 
then  governor  of  both  Cilicia  and 
Syi'ia.  He  was  responsible  for  the 
capture  of  Jerusalem  aftei'  the 
uprising  of  the  Jews  and  was 
further  responsible  in  having 
Herod  ])laced  on  the  throne.  For 
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these  actions  he  celebrated  a 
triumph  in  34  B.C.  In  32  B.C.  he 
was  appointed  consul  with  Aheno- 
b'-rbus.  He  also  received  the  title 
of  Imperator,  It  is  thought  that 
he  might  have  perished  in  a  sea 
battle  against  Agrippa,  Octavian’s 
military  leader. 

SYD  1198 


Cistophorus:  Obv.,  Hds.  of  Antony  & 
Octavia.  Rev.,  Cista  mystica 

Here  is  another  cistophorus 
struck  to  celebrate  Octavia’s  wed¬ 
ding  to  Marc  Antony.  The  theme 
is  quite  similar  to  that  described 
under  the  cistophoi-us  above. 

SVI)  1358  CNAEUS 
DOMITIUS 
CALVINUS 
(39-37  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Hercules. 
Rev.,  Implements  of  priesthood 

Domitius  was  the  legate  of 
Lucius  Valerius  Flaccus  in  Asia  in 


()2  B.C.,  tribune  of  the  plebs  in 
59  B.C.,  praetor  in  5(1  B.C.,  and 
consul  in  53  B.C.  A  member  of 
the  Caesarian  party,  he  served  in 
Africa,  Greece,  and  Asia  during 
the  Civil  War.  He  was  in  Rome 
when  Caesar  was  murdered,  and 
in  40  B.C.  he  was  elected  consul 
for  the  second  time.  In  39  B.C. 
he  was  sent  to  Spain  to  put  down 
an  insurrection  of  a  people  known 
as  Cerretani,  a  people,  inciden¬ 
tally,  who  were  known  for  their 
skill  in  curing  hams.  Successful 
in  this  mission,  he  was  acclaimed 
Imperator  by  his  troops.  The  re¬ 
verse  displays  the  implements  of 
the  office  of  Pontifex  or  priest¬ 
hood.  The  obverse,  with  its  head 
of  Hercules  upon  it,  appears  to 
have  been  copied  from  the  coinage 
of  another  Spanish  tribe,  the 
Celtiberi. 

SYD  1147  PUBLIUS 

CORNELIUS 
LENTULUS 
MARCELLINUS 
(38  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  consul 
M.  Claudius  Marcellus. 

Rev.,  Four  pillared  temple  &  M.  Marcellus 

It  is  thought  that  this  moneyer 
was  the  consul  of  18  B.C.  and  that 
he  was  the  son  of  Caesar’s  quaes¬ 
tor  of  48  B.C.  who  had  the  same 
name.  This  coin  describes  historic 
events  associated  with  an  ancestor 
of  this  moneyer,  Mai’cus  Claudius 
Mai'cellus,  who  ajipears  on  both 
the  obverse  and  reverse  of  this 
coin.  The  reverse  inscription  is  of 
interest,  for  there  we  learn  that 
this  ancestor  was  consul  live 
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times  (Cos  quinq).  The  tetrastyle 
(4  columned)  temple  on  the  re¬ 
verse  was  dedicated  by  Marcellus, 
who,  in  222  B.C.,  had  deposited 
within  it  the  spoils  obtained  from 
the  Gallic  leader  Britomartus. 
The  temple  was  that  of  Jupiter 
Fei'etrius.  The  word  “fei’eti'ins” 
is  derived  from  the  Latin  word 
fey'etrum  ...  a  bier  for  carrying 
a  corpse  to  the  grave.  This  seems 
appropriate  when  we  read  that 
Marcellus  slew  the  Gallic  leader 
in  personal  combat.  The  triskeles 
on  the  obverse  was  commonly 
seen  on  Sicilianf*  coins  and  refers 
to  Marcellus’  capture  of  Syracuse 
in  211  B.C. 

SYD  1330  MARCUS 

VIPSANIUS 
AGRTPPA  (38  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hds.  of  Caesar  &  Octav- 
ian.  Rev.,  Inscription 

This  denarius,  in  one  way  or 
another,  alludes  to  three  famous 
Romans,  for  we  see  the  heads  of 
Caesar  and  Octavian  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  the  name  of  Marcus 
Agrippa  on  the  reverse.  The  ob¬ 
verse  inscription  DIVOS  IVLIUS 
DTVI  F.  means  the  deified  Julius 
(CaesaiJ  and’  the  son  of  the 
deified  Caesar.  Octavian  was 
Caesai-’s  heir  and  thus  was  the 
‘‘snn”  of  the  deified  Julius.  We 
learn  that  Agi'ippa  was  desig¬ 
nated  to  be  consul  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  yeai-  (37  B.C.)  by  the  in- 
scription  on  the  I’everse.  Agrippa 
was  a  famous  general  and  a  close 
fi-iend  of  Octavian,  whose  daugh¬ 
ter  he  married  some  yeai'S  later 


when  Octavian  was  the  emperor 
Augustus.  Agrip])a  died  in  12  B.C. 
Had  he  not  predeceased  Augustus 
it  is  likely  that  he  would  have 
become  Rome’s  second  emperor. 

Other  denominations  struck; 
Aureus 

(To  hr  coiiliiiitrt] ) 
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Serving  ALL  your  coin  and  currency  needs  .  .  . 

YOUR  DEPARTMENT  STORE 

SEE  one  of  the  largest  and  most  varied  stocks  of  coins  and 
supplies  to  be  found  in  your  area 

SEE  an  extensive  stock  of  U.S.,  foreign  and  ancient  coins  from 
all  periods  of  time  and  In  all  metals 

SEE  a  complete  stock  of  books,  albums,  medals  and  acces¬ 
sories 

ENJOY  the  convenience  of  Charge  Account  privileges  .  .  .  mail 
and  phone  shopping  (with  complete  confidence)  .  .  .  Want  List 
service  .  .  .  and  a  host  of  other  personal  services 


Your  complete  satisfaction  is  Always  Guaranteed! 

Shop  for  your  Coins  and  Coin  Supplies 
at  these  fine  Department  Stores: 


Atlanta 
Rich's 
Baltimore 
Hutzler's 
Beverly  Hills 
J.  W.  Robinson 
Boston 

Jordan  Marsh 
BufFalo 

Adam,  Meldrum  & 
Anderson 

Chevy  Case 
Woodward  &  Lothrop 

Chicago 
Marshall  Field 
Cincinnati 

H.  &  S.  Pogue  Co. 
Cleveland 
Higbee  Company 


Columbus 
P.  &  R.  Lazarus 

Dallas 

Sanger  Harris 

Denver 
May-D  &  F 

Detroit 
J.  L.  Hudson 

Hartford 
G.  Fox  &  Co. 

Houston 

Foley's 

Indianapolis 
L.  S.  Ayres 

Los  Angeles 
J.  W.  Robinson 

Milwaukee 

Gimbels 


Minneapolis 
Dayton's 
New  Orleans 
Maison  Blanche 
Newport  Beach 
J.  W.  Robinson 
New  York 
Gimbels 
Omaha 
Brandeis 
Panorama  City 
J.  W.  Robinson 
Paramus 
Gimbels 
Pasadena 
J.  W.  Robinson 
Philadelphia 
Gimbels 
Pittsburgh 
Kaufmann's 


Portland 

Meier  &  Frank 
Richmond 
Thalhimers 

St.  Louis 
Famous-Barr 

San  Antonio 
Joske's 
San  Diego 
May  Co. 

San  Francisco 
The  Emporium 

Seattle 

The  Bon  Marche 
Skokie 

Marshall  Field 

Washington,  D.C. 
Woodward 
&  Lothrop 
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CHOICE  ANNUAL  MINT  SETS 

The  Year's  Complete  Coinage— all  Choice  Brilliant  Unc.,  in  Lifetime  Tissue. 


Year  after  Year  Thousands  look  to  us  for  their  Choice  Annual  Sets.  A  Trial  Order 
will  surely  add  your  name  to  that  long  list  of  "Bebee  Boosters" 


1943 

-  47.50 

1950  - 

56.50 

1957  - 

6.95 

1962 

-  4.85 

1944 

-  36.00 

1951  - 

46.75 

1958  - 

9.25 

1963 

-  4.60 

1945 

-  34.50 

1952  - 

28.50 

1959  - 

6.35 

1964 

-  4.45 

1946 

-  38.75 

1953  - 

28.50 

I960  - 

5.65 

1965 

-  2.00 

1947 

-  29.50 

1954  - 

1  1.85 

I960SD 

10.75 

1966 

-  2.00 

1948 

-  28.50 

1955  - 

20.75 

1961  - 

4.85 

1967 

-  1.95 

1949 

-  103.50 

*•1956  - 

6.25 

SPECIALS— 1943  to  1953- 

— Eleven 

Beautiful 

Sets . 

...457.50 

1954  to  1967 — Like  Thousands  You'll  be  delighted  with  these  75.00 

Buy  on  Lay-Away  Plan  ($100.00  Minimum  L.A.P.  Order) — write  for  details. 


MONTHLY  SPECIALS 


BHUTAN.  1966  Proof  Set  (4) . 12.50 

GAMBIA.  1966  Proof  Set  (6) . 12.50 

GIBRALTAR.  1967  Crown  Gem 

BU,  in  Plastic  5/$l  1.50  .  2.95 

KIAU  CHAU.  1909  Set  (2) 

5(j,  10^,  ExF-AU  . 19.95 

LESOTHO.  1966  Proof  Set  (4) . 49.95 

1966  Crown  BU  .  9.95 


MALTA.  1964  Proof  Set  (2). 


In  Card  .  8.95 

SIERRA  LEONE.  1962  Proof 

Set  (5)  . 15.50 

SOUTH  AFRICA.  1967  Proof 
Set  (7)  . . 10.50 


TANZANIA.  1965  Proof  Set  (4).J0.90 


All  Proof  Sets  (except  Malta)  in  Original  Cases. 


WANTED — Silver  Certificates,  new  or  worn.  We  wi  II  allow  a  40%  Premium  (45% 
on  $100.00  up)  in  Trade  for  Items  in  our  Ad. 

LAY  AWAY  PURCHASES  (Minimum  $100.00) — Write  for  details. 

Buy  "Where  you  get  the  Best  for  Less" — at  Bebee's  (where  else)!  100%  Satis¬ 
faction  Always.  Minimum  Order  $5.00.  Add  50^  if  Order  is  less  than  $25.00. 
Nebraska  Residents  add  Sales  Tax. 


4514  North  30th  Street 


"PRONTO  SERVICE 


Omaha,  Nebraska  68111 


a 


A  GUIDE  BOOK 


ENGLISH  COINS 


K.  E.  BRESSETT 


SIXTH  EDITION 


NINeTteHTM  A  TWE»ITieTH  CCNTWRieS 


(1968) 


6th 
Edition 


by  K.  E.  Bressett 


Designed  for  easy  reference 
by  the  American  collector 


The  sixth  edition  Guide  Book  of  English  Coins, 
completely  revised  with  the  most  recent  values  and 
information,  is  now  at  your  dealer's.  Here  is  a 
completely  current  and  comprehensive  presentation 
of  the  entire  British  coinage  from  1797  to  date. 
Contains  historical  data,  illustrations,  mint  records 
and  up-to-the-minute  values  for 
every  date  and  variety. 

The  Guide  Book  is  designed  for  easy,  fast  use  by 
the  American  collector,  with  coins  grouped 
according  to  denomination  — smallest  to  largest. 
Prices  are  listed  in  American  dollars  and  cents. 

Book  is  5-1/4  x  7-3/4",  128  pages,  soil  resistant 
hard  cover.  $1.50  No.  9060. 


Whitman  Hobby  Products  from 
WESTERN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  INC. 
Racine,  Wisconsin 


